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2026 Ohio State Fair Companion Animal Day You and Your Dog Interview Study Questions 
(for youth NOT showing dogs in a Dog Show You and Your Dog Class) 

(Youth DO NOT bring their dogs to this Interview) 
Source for Answers: Ohio 4-H Dog Resource Handbook 201R, ©2024 

4-H Professionals and Judges: Judges are expected to use these questions when interviewing youth in 
the You and Your Dog Project No. 201D where youth DO NOT bring their dogs to judging and who are 
NOT showing their dogs in ANY classes. Answers to these questions are available to 4-H Professionals on 
the Animal Sciences tab of the Ohio 4-H Intranet (State Fair Dog Questions and Answers). 

Recommended Use: Judges can select 2 or 3 sets of 3-5 age-appropriate questions and put each set in 
an envelope, allowing exhibitors to choose 1 of the envelopes, or use the same 3-5 age-appropriate 
questions for all respective youth in the class at judging. For the Ohio State Fair, there will be 3 
envelopes, each containing 4 questions for each respective age division. Exhibitors will choose 1 of the 
envelopes from which the judge will ask the questions. Ages are divided as follows for judging: 8-10 year-
olds; 11-13 year-olds; and 14-18 year-olds. Counties may send one youth to the Ohio State Fair in each of 
the following age divisions: J-19 (4-H ages 8-10), J-20 (4-H ages 11-13), and J-21 (4-H ages 14-18) for a 
maximum of three youth representing each county. 

Age divisions for counties may vary depending on the number of youth enrolled in the You and Your Dog 
project who qualify for being selected for You and Your Dog interviews at the OSF Companion  
Animal Day. If youth are in one 8-18-year-old class, or classes are divided into juniors (8-13) and seniors 
(14-18), it is recommended judges use sets of questions appropriate for the youth’s age (8-10), (11-13), 
and/or (14-18) from the questions below. These are the questions youth have access to for studying. 
Youth can find the answers to all these questions in the Ohio 4-H Dog Resource Handbook ©2024. 

Ages 8-10 

Q1.  How many total teeth do mature dogs have?  

Q2. What was the first animal tamed by humans? 

Q3. What does it mean when we say dogs are social animals? 

Q4. Name three (3) of the seven groups of dogs recognized by the American Kennel Club.  

Q5. What were hounds originally bred to do? 

Q6. Which AKC group has the widest variety of breeds of dogs, varying in their looks, size, and 
 actions? 

Q7. What does it mean when a dog has an undershot bite?  

Q8. What type of ear carriage does  a Pug have? 

Q9. What eye shape does a Dachshund have?  

Q10. Name two (2) of the five (5) basic coat types. 

http://www.go.osu.edu/companionanimalresources
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Q11. Name two (2) types of nail clippers used to trim dogs’ nails.  

Q12. Why is it best to bring a new dog or puppy home in the morning?  

Q13. What is “targeting”? 

Q14. What is the general term for dogs that search for missing persons? 

Q15. How many toes does a dog have on each foot, not including the dewclaw? 

 Q16. How many teeth do puppies have? 

Q17. What is the range of a dog’s normal body temperature? 

Q18. Name two (2) types of external parasites that might be found on or attached to your dog’s skin? 

Q19. In which organ can adult heartworms be found in a dog? 

Q20. What is the range of the normal resting heart rate for most adult dogs? 

Q21.  Name two (2) categories of nutrients needed by dogs. 

Q22. How many bones are in a dog’s skeleton?  

Q23. What is the purpose of the axial skeleton?  

Q24. What is another name for a dog’s phalanges? 

Q25. What purpose does the fatty inner layer of the pad serve? 

Q26. What happens to a dog’s hair as the hours of daylight grow shorter?  

Q27. How many pads are on a dog’s hind foot? 

Q28. How many sets of teeth do dogs grow in a lifetime?  

Q29. What is the purpose of a dog’s premolar teeth? 

Q30. What is the largest and most visible organ of a dog’s body? Q31. What is body condition scoring? 

Q32. What is the first sense a dog develops? 

Q33. What animals do dogs appear to be most like, inheriting their keen senses of hearing, sight, and 
 smell? 

Q34. What is it called when dogs give birth to their puppies?  
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Q35. What is a sire? 

Q36. What is the main purpose of a Bloodhound’s long, drop ears? 

 Q37. In what AKC group is the Vizsla? 

Q38. The Miniature Schnauzer is in what AKC group?  

Q39. What type of tail carriage can a Bulldog have? 

Q40. What organization’s purpose is to improve the areas of training, placement, and utilization of 
 Assistance Dogs? 

Q41. What are the 3 types of Assistance Dogs? 

Q42. In Showmanship, how do you show your dog’s bite to the judge? 

 Q43. In Showmanship, what is the first step in stacking your dog? 

Q44. Name two (2) kinds of internal parasites that might be found in puppies or dogs.  

Q45. What species of tick is the main carrier of the bacteria that causes Lyme disease?  

Q46. If you come across a dog hit by a car, what is the first thing you should do and why?  

Q47. Dog food comes in 3 forms. Name all three. 

Q48. In Showmanship, at what gait do most breeds move around the ring? 

Q49. In Showmanship, if doing a courtesy turn, how many circles should you make before you begin 
 your pattern? 

Q50. What is it called when you remove a female’s reproductive organs so she cannot have puppies? 
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Ages 11-13 

Q1. Why can short-nosed dogs, like Pugs, easily become overheated?  

Q2. The Saluki is in what AKC Group of dogs? 

Q3. The Cane Corso is in what AKC Group of dogs?  

Q4. What does the term “release word” mean? 

Q5.  How many total vertebrae do dogs have (give range)?  

Q6. Define the two (2) ways the term “whelp” is used. 

Q7. North American breeds of dogs, such as the Alaskan Malamute, descended from what type of 
 wolf? 

Q8. What breed of dog was founded by Captain Max von Stephanitz? 

Q9. The Dalmatian is an example of a breed having what type of bite according to the AKC breed 
 standard? 

Q10. Name five (5) of the six main ear types. 

Q11. What is another word for a round eye shape?  

Q12. How is a whip tail carried? 

Q13. What types of feet have toes that are connected by a membrane? 

Q14. Name two (2) types of forequarters. 

Q15. Describe bandy legs on a dog’s hindquarters.  

Q16.  What are the two (2) types of hindquarters? 

Q17. While medium-coated breeds of dogs vary greatly from one breed to another, what do they all 
have in common in reference to their medium-length coats? 

Q18. What is the name of the brush that has densely set wire teeth effective at removing mats and 
dead coat from long, wire, and curly-coated dogs? 

Q19. How often should you groom dogs with long coats?  

Q20. What is the purpose of a dog’s quick? 

Q21. Designer dogs are what type of dogs typically sold for high prices?  

Q22. Who should you purchase a purebred puppy from? 
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Q23. What are dogs in a breed show judged on? 

Q24. Give two (2) reasons why dogs should never be left unattended on a tie out. 

Q25. How can you reduce the incidence of prostate cancer and eliminate the chance of testicular 
 cancer in male dogs? 

Q26. What are two (2) reasons why a dog might exhibit play bow behavior? 

Q27. What are the names of the two (2) submissive behaviors a dog might exhibit? 

Q28. Which dog’s sense is better developed than in any other domestic animal species?  

Q29. What is the definition of stress? 

Q30. Show me where the stop is on your dog. 

Q31. What is the thick, tough cover of the paw cushion called? 

Q32. What is the name of the dog’s pads that bear most of his weight?  

Q33. What skull shape does a Labrador Retriever have? 

Q34. What is the fifth vestigial digit called that all breeds are born with on each front foot?  

Q35. What are the 2 major divisions of a dog’s nervous system? 

Q36. How much of a dog’s body weight comes from the skeletal muscles (give range)?  

Q37. What are the purposes of a dog’s incisors? 

Q38. Describe the difference when asked to show a dog’s bite versus showing a dog’s teeth. 

Q39. Why should you not make direct eye contact with the judge during the gaiting pattern?  

Q40. What does the term anthelmintic mean? 

Q41. What type of parasite is Giardia intestinalis, which causes Giardia in dogs? 

Q42. What does setting the near side of your dog’s feet mean? 

Q43. Where should you position a small dog on the showmanship table?  

Q44. Name the five (5) types of showmanship patterns. 

Q45. When performing the “L” Pattern, where is the most difficult part of the pattern performed? 

Q46. What respiratory disease is caused by an H3N8 influenza virus?  
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Q47. What species of roundworms or ascarids is common to dogs?  

Q48. How can you achieve properly trimmed toenails for showmanship? 

Q49. What is the 4-H therapy dog program Ohio offers to youth that teaches youth how to make 
 animal-assisted activities visits with their dogs? 

Q50. Name five (5) types of internal parasites found in dogs. 
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Ages 14-18 

Q1. The irises of dogs’ eyes contract in what type of motion? 
 
Q2. In order from head to tail, name the types of vertebrae found in the dog, and the 

number of each type. 
 
Q3. What AKC Dog Groups are the following dogs in: (1) Black Russian Terrier; (2) Basenji; 

(3) Miniature Schnauzer; (4) Puli; (5) Havanese and (6) Spinoni Italiano 

Q4. Describe a button ear. 

Q5. Describe an overshot bite. 
 
Q6. Describe the ear flap structure of a Newfoundland, and explain why it is made that way. 

Q7. What does “eye shape” refer to? 

Q8. What type of tail is carried out and up in a semicircle, but not touching the back, such as 
seen in a Chihuahua? 

 
Q9. Describe these two tail carriages: (1) otter tail, (2) ring tail 

Q10. What two (2) regions of the back make up a roach back? 

Q11. What are the two (2) functions of a dog’s forequarters? 

Q12. Describe the leg structure of a dog that is cow hocked. 
 
Q13. What is the major disadvantage of a dog with a smooth coat? 

Q14. Why are curly coats common in water dogs? 

Q15. What are two purposes of the undercoat rake? 

Q16.  Why might you need to use styptic powder? 

Q17.  What type of scissors should you use to trim the hair between the pads? 

Q18.  When checking ears, what areas of the ear should you inspect, and why? 

Q19.  What is the difference between a purebred and a crossbred dog? 

Q20.  Why should you spend time watching the entire litter (or those puppies remaining) when 
selecting a puppy? 

Q21. If keeping a dog in a fenced dog run, describe three (3) criteria for the type of fencing used. 

Q22. What are five (5) reasons for neutering male dogs? 
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Q23. When socializing puppies, what three (3) kinds of stimulation does socialization include? 

Q24.  During a puppy’s first 12-16 weeks of life, what has the most impact on shaping a dog’s 
temperament and behavior? 

 
Q25. When a dog vocalizes, what three (3) behaviors are high pitched vocalizations typically 

used for? 
 
Q26. Name five (5) of the seven body postures when a dog communicates visually. 
 
Q27. Stress can be the effect of what 3 factors that cause a change in the dog’s homeostasis or 

adaptive state? 
 
Q28. When a dog disciplines a pack member, what two (2) ways do they communicate? 

Q29. Name 5 of the AKC’s Canine Good Citizen test items? 

Q30. Name the three (3) most common types of crates, and of those three, which is the least 
secure? 

 
Q31. What are clickers and what is their purpose? 

Q32. When housebreaking your puppy, why should you never scold him if you did not catch 
him doing it? 

 
Q33. What is the purpose of 4-H showmanship? 
 
Q34. What is one way to get control of your dog’s head when stacking? 
Q35. What is ringworm and how is it transmitted? 
 
Q36. Why is it undesirable to take short, choppy steps when gaiting your dog? 

Q37.  Why might the judge ask the handler to show the dog’s teeth? 

Q38. How might brucellosis spread from one dog to another? 
 
Q39. What are the first symptoms of heartworms in a dog? (name 3) 

Q40. What is the intention for use of noncore vaccines? 

Q41. What is the term called when one or both testicles fail to descend into the scrotum? 
Why should these dogs be neutered? 

Q42. What species of mite causes “walking dandruff?” 
 
Q43. What is Giardia intestinalis, where is it found internally in the dog, and how do dogs 

typically get this? 
 
Q44. What two types of external parasites found on dogs belong to the arachnid family? 
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Q45. What are 3 reasons why dogs diagnosed with brucellosis should be euthanized? 

Q46. What are three (3) disadvantages to feeding semi-moist dog food? 
 
Q47. The Guaranteed Analysis on a food label lists the minimum levels and maximum levels 

of what nutrients? 
 
Q48. What are the four (4) stages in a bitch’s estrous cycle in the correct order of occurrence? 
 
Q49. Why is it important that puppies drink the dam’s colostrum during the first 24 hours of 

birth, and how is the colostrum beneficial to the puppies’ health? 

Q50. Name and number the 5 levels of body condition scoring according to the Body Condition 
Scoring chart in the Dog Resource Handbook. 

 

 


