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Ohio’s Graduation
Readiness Seals

This resource is intended to give an overview of the
state-defined and locally-defined readiness seals.

Ohio’s long-term graduation requirements take effect for the
class of 2023. For students entering ninth grade on or after
July 1, 2019, Ohio’s new high school graduation requirements
provide more flexibility to choose a graduation pathway that
builds on a student’s strengths and passions — one that ensures
students are ready for their next steps after high school.

As a part of this pathway to graduation, students must show
that they have demonstrated completion in credit requirements,
competency, and readiness.

To learn more about the credit requirements and competency
requirements, visit education.ohio.gov/graduation.

Readiness

In addition to fulfilling curriculum requirements and meeting
the competency requirements listed above, students also must
show they are prepared for their next steps after high school.
State law created 12 diploma seals for students to demonstrate
academic, technical and professional readiness for careers,
college, the military or self-sustaining professions.

Students can meet the readiness requirement by earning at
least two diploma seals, one of which must be state-defined.

In alignment with their graduation plan, students should be
choosing seals that align with their goals and interests. These
seals give students the chance to demonstrate academic,
technical and professional skills and knowledge that align to
their passions, interests and their post-high school pathway.

Locally-defined seals are determined by guidelines adopted
by the school district’s local board of education or school
governing authority.

State-defined seals are determined by guidelines adopted by
the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce.

For more information about the satisfying seal requirements,
visit education.ohio.gov/graduation.

Locally-Defined

Community Service

Complete a community service
project aligned with the guidelines
adopted by your local school
district.

Student Engagement

Participate in extracurricular
activities like sports, club or
student government.

Fine & Performing Arts

Student develops and displays
skills in fine or performing arts.


http://education.ohio.gov/graduation
http://education.ohio.gov/graduation

State-Defined

OhioMeans]Jobs

Student earns this seal by
demonstrating 15 professional
skills across work, school, and

community, validated by 3

mentors.

Technology

Students interested in the global
impact of technology and it’s use
in communications and design,
will need to complete one of the
required academic options in
coursework or testing.

Industry-Recognized
Credential

Obtain a state-issued license for
practice in a vocation that requires
an examination or earn a 12-point
credential or group of credentials.

Citizenship

Students with an interest in U.S.
history or government structure,
will need to complete an option
from both American History and
American Government.

College-Ready

Students must earn remediation-
free scores on the ACT or SAT.
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Science

Students interested in research,
experiments, and testing new
theories, will need to complete one
of the required academic options in
coursework or testing.

Honors Diploma

Satisfy the requirements for one of
the following diplomas: Academic
Honors, Career-Tech, International
Baccalaureate, STEM, Arts, or
Civics and Social Science.

Seal of Biliteracy

Given to students who speak
English and at least one other
language proficiently.
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EXTENSION

Military Enlistment

Provide evidence that a student
has enlisted in a branch of the U.S.
Armed Forces; or participate in an

approved JROTC program.

go.osu.edu/4hpathways
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