
OHIO 4-H YOU AND YOUR DOG SCORE SHEET 

Exhibitor’s Name   County Exhibitor’s No. 

Age (1/1)   Years in 4-H Years in Dog Project Dog’s Breed 
Check Correct Class Below: 

8-11 Years - JUNIOR ______ 12-14 Years – INTERMEDIATE ______ 15-18 Years – SENIOR ______

AREAS TO BE EVALUATED* MAXIMUM 
POINTS 

POINTS 
EARNED 

COMMENTS 

(NOTE: This will be the first section of judging.) 
EXHIBIT            Time Limit = 5 minutes 
Must be from current project year, show some 
knowledgeable phase of project work, presented to 
educate, not merely inform. Exhibit judged on:         

      Educational Content = 20pts 
      Neatness & Appearance = 5pts 
      Originality = 5pts 
      Presentation = 10pts  

40 

INTERVIEW 

Demonstrates knowledge of dogs and dog care and 
welfare; accurately responds to age-appropriate 
questions taken from the Ohio 4-H Dog Resource 
Handbook, ©2016 and ©2018 (6 questions worth 10 pts. 
each will be asked) 

60 

4-H DOG PROJECT & RECORD BOOK, ©2017
Must be current year records; All applicable sections 
must be complete and accurate. (See Evaluation 
Areas explanation.) 

40 

MEMBER’S APPEARANCE AND ATTITUDE     
Presents with appropriate dress; demonstrates 
courtesy, poise, and good sportsmanship. 

40 

DOG’S APPEARANCE AND MANNERS 
 

Presents with evidence of overall good health 
(consider age) and good grooming (pay special 
attention to eyes, coat, ears, teeth, and toenails); 
demonstrates good manners; allows examination 
without resistance; bond and teamwork between 
handler and dog apparent. 

50 

TOTAL POINTS 230 
*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the judging area. OSUE 4-H Youth Development, 2023 
Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)



OHIO 4-H YOU AND YOUR DOG SCORE SHEET EVALUATION AREAS EXPLANATION 

EXHIBIT – 40 POINTS (5-minute Time Limit) (NOTE: Exhibit will be the first section of judging.) 

For this section, the exhibitor is to bring something visual to show the judge, created during the current project year. 
Educational Content-20pts (The exhibit should show some knowledgeable phase of project work related to the project, 
show evidence of research beyond the scope of the project, be applicable and timely, and presented to educate, not 
merely inform.) Neatness & Appearance-5pts (Exhibit should present the message in a pleasing manner.) Originality-5pts 
(Exhibit captures attention & holds interest, shows creativity in presenting pertinent facts & information, topic/subject 
arouses interest & curiosity.) Exhibitor’s Presentation-10pts (Ability to communicate educational concepts, ability to 
answer judge’s questions.) Examples of exhibits: Illustrations, artwork, poster, scrapbook, computer-generated slides, 
video, models, specimens, etc. Exhibitor may use computer for exhibit presentation. There is not a wireless Internet 
connection available. Exhibitors will have a maximum of 5 minutes to present their exhibit.  

INTERVIEW – 60 POINTS 

The member is required to answer 6 questions from the Ohio 4-H Dog Resource Handbook, 2018 edition. Questions are 
worth 10 points each. Partial credit may be given for multiple part answers. Question difficulty is appropriate to the age 
group. Refer to: www.go.osu.edu/dog for the current year’s study questions.  

2017 EDITION 4-H DOG PROJECT and RECORD BOOK – 40 POINTS 

You are expected to complete the ENTIRE 4-H Dog Project and Record Book prior to judging. This 4-H Dog Project 
& Record Book can only be used for one year. A new 4-H Dog Project and Record Book must be purchased the following 
year. BRING ENTIRE BOOK TO JUDGING. Please DO NOT separate the pages. Note: You MUST complete the 2017 
Edition of the 4-H Dog Project and Record Book. Previous editions WILL NOT be accepted. 

Answer all applicable questions/sections. If you do not know or it does not apply, then say that in your answer. All 
applicable sections must be completed. 

For example: If your dog is a stray and the question is, “How old is your dog?” rather than leaving it blank because you 
don’t know, write “My dog is a stray and I don’t know the age,” or simply “unknown.”  

Points will be deducted for sections not completed. 

MEMBER’S APPEARANCE AND ATTITUDE – 40 POINTS 

Exhibitors should be neat, clean, and well-groomed in appearance. They should wear clothing that is comfortable to 
handle in and appropriate for the dog show class. Clothing should not distract, limit or hinder the judge’s view of the dog. 
Inappropriate clothing includes T-shirts, jackets or other apparel with slogans, 4-H Club, FFA Chapter, or dog club names, 
etc., halter tops, tank tops, spaghetti straps, blue jeans and shorts, sandals, clogs, high-heeled shoes, open-toed shoes, 
and other similar footwear. Colored dress jeans and dress shorts are appropriate. 

Member should demonstrate courtesy, poise and good sportsmanship. 

DOG’S APPEARANCE AND MANNERS – 50 POINTS 

The judge looks at the general health of the dog (consider age), and checks for evidence of good grooming. It is preferred 
the dog be groomed by the member. Professionally groomed is not necessary. When getting your dog ready for the show 
pay special attention to eyes, coat, ears, teeth, toenails. Dogs should be clean, well brushed and in good physical 
condition appropriate for the dog’s age. The coat should be free from mats and loose hair. Ears should be clean and free 
from hair in the ear canal. The eyes should be free from matter, and teeth should be free from tartar. Some staining on the 
teeth of older dogs is permissible. Toenails should be trimmed and the hair between the pads should be trimmed to 
prevent matting and collecting dirt. It is not required that whiskers be trimmed, but if the dog’s face is shaved the stubble 
should be removed.  

The dog should demonstrate good manners and be able to be controlled by the handler. The dog should allow 
examination without resistance or aggression.  A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite will be immediately excused 
from the judging area. There should be a noticeable bond between handler and dog. Teamwork should be evident. 

If your dog fouls (urine, feces, vomit) in the area while being judged, a 25-point deduction will be made on your score sheet. 

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2023

http://www.go.osu.edu/dog


Dog Project and Record Book Grading Guidelines 

Name ________________________________________ Age (1/1)________ Total Points __________ 

No Book = 0 points 
Bring book with nothing filled out = 5 points 
Total possible points = 40 points  

Take points off if the member has not filled out the page. They may write “not applicable” 
(N/A) or “this is my first show” and receive the point. 

Page Numbers and Explanation Point Value Points Given 
Cover Page 1 point 

Page 4 1 point 

Page 5 1 point 

Page 7 1 pt. each/3 pts. total 

Page 8 1 point 

Page 10 (1 point for each required learning activity) 5 points 

Page 11 (1 pt. for each learning experience. Check top 
of page 12 if there are not 2) 

2 points 

Pages 12-13 (1 pt. for each required leadership 
activity) 

2 points 

Pages 14-15 1 pt. each/2 pts. total 

Pages 16-18 1 pt. each/3 pts. total 

Page 19 (1 pt. for food label and 1 pt. for filling out 
page) 

2 points 

Pages 22-23 (1 pt. for each page but DOES NOT need 
to have completed the actual CGC test) 

2 points 

Pages 25-26 1 pt. each/2 pts. total 

Page 27 (must have 2 pictures) 2 points 

Page 28 (must have 3 inspections) 3 points 

Page 29 1 point 

Page 30 1 point 

Page 31 1 point 

Page 32 1 point 

Page 33 1 point 

Page 34 1 point 

Page 35 1 point 

Page 36 1 point 

Developed by Sherri Martin, 4-H Dog Advisor, Warren County, for use when evaluating Dog Project and Record Books.  Revised 9/2020 with 
Page 7 added 

2023
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