
OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - ADVANCED TEAM 
Exhibitors’ Names   Exhibitors’ Numbers  

  County ________________________________ 

EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL POINT 
DEDUCTION 

POINTS SCORE COMMENTS 

HEEL ON 
LEASH 

AND 
FIGURE 8 

       Heeling         Fig. 8 
Unmanageable_______       _____ 
Unqualified heeling____       _____   
Handler continually adapts 
    pace to dog_______    _____ 
Constant tugging on  

 leash or guiding_____   _____ 

  Heeling     Fig. 8 
No change of pace:   Fast____Slow____   
Improper heel position     ______    ______ 
Occasional tight leash       ______     ______ 
Forging___  Crowding handler_____    ___  ___ 
Lagging___     Sniffing    _______  ___  ___ 
Extra command to heel         _______   ______ 
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts___  ___  ___ 
No sits________ Poor sits  ________  ___  ___ 
Sluggish pace                       _______    ______ 
Handler error                        _______    ______ 

160 

STAND 
FOR 

EXAM 

Sits or lies down before or 
   during examination___________ 
Growls______________________ 
Moves away before or 
    during examination__________ 
Shows shyness or  

 resentment________________ 

Moving slightly before or during_____________ 
Moves feet_____________________________ 
Moving after examination__________________ 
Sits after exam__________________________ 
Heel position___________________________ 
Extra signal or command__________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

120 

HEEL  
FREE 

Unmanageable_______________ 
Unqualified heeling____________ 
Handler continually adapts 
   pace to dog________________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 

No change of pace:   Fast______ Slow_______ 
Improper hand position___________________ 
Forging_________ Crowding handler________ 
Lagging_________ Sniffing________________ 
Extra command to heel___________________ 
Heeling wide_____ Turns_____ Abouts______ 
No sits____________  Poor sits____________ 
Sluggish pace__________________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

160 

DROP ON 
RECALL 

Did not come on first command 
   or signal___________________ 
Anticipated___________________ 
Extra command or  
   signal to stay________________ 
Moved from position___________ 
Sat out of reach_______________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 

Stood or laid down_______________________ 
Slow response______ Touched handler______ 
No sit in front_______ Sat between feet______ 
No finish___________ Poor sit_____________ 
Failure to come directly to handler___________ 
Poor finish_____________________________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot or gallop________ 
Handler arms not at side__________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

120 

Maximum Subtotal Points 560 

SIT STAY 
GET YOUR 

LEASH 

Did not remain in place_________ 
Goes to another dog___________ 
Repeated whines or  
   barks______________________ 
Stood or laid down before 
   handler returns______________ 

Stood or laid down after handler 
   returns to heel position__________________ 
Minor move before handler  
   returns______________________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Forced into position______________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

120 

GROUP 
EXERCISE 
SIT AND 
DOWN 
STAY 

(1 min.) 

Tight leash-aids dog___________ 
Repeatedly barking or 
whining_____________________  
Moving a substantial distance way 
from where left________________ 
Not remaining in required position 
until handler returned.  
Sat---Stood---Downed 

Forced into position______________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Tight leash_____________________________ 
Moves a short distance from where left_______ 
Minor move before handler returns__________ 
Changes position after handler returns to heel 
position. Sat---Stood---Downed 

120 

*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be
immediately excused from the ring.

  Maximum Subtotal Points 800

Exhibitor’s Appearance 40 

Dog’s Appearance 40 

Sportsmanship 40 

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs) 

   Maximum Total Points 920 
 Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2025 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - BEGINNER NOVICE A 
 
Exhibitor’s Name         Exhibitor’s Number     
 
County             Breed        

 
EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT 

DEDUCTION 
MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL 

POINT DEDUCTION 
MAX 

POINTS 
SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL  

ON LEASH 

 
Unmanageable_________________ 
 

Unqualified heeling______________        
 

Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________         
 

Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

 
No change of pace: Fast___Slow____ 
Improper heel position ____________           
Occasional tight leash  ____________          
Forging____  Crowding handler_____ 
Lagging________ Sniffing__________              
Extra command to heel____________          
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts____   
No sits_________  Poor sits________   
Sluggish pace____ Handler error____ 
 

40   

 
FIGURE 8 
ON LEASH 

 
Unmanageable_________________ 
 

Unqualified heeling______________        
 

Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________     
 

Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

 
No change of pace: Fast___Slow____ 
Improper heel position ____________           
Occasional tight leash  ____________          
Forging____  Crowding handler_____ 
Lagging________ Sniffing__________              
Extra command to heel____________          
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts____   
No sits_________  Poor sits________   
Brisk pace______ Handler error_____ 
 

40   

 
SIT FOR 
EXAM 

ON LEASH 

 
Stands or lies down before or 
   during examination_____________ 
 

Growls/shows resentment_________ 
 

Moves away before or 
   during examination_____________ 
 

 
Moving slightly before or during______ 
Moves feet______________________ 
Moving after examination___________ 
Stands/lies down after exam________ 
Heel position____________________ 
Extra signal or command__________ 
Shyness______ Handler error______ 
 

40   

 
SIT/STAY 

(45 seconds) 
 

 
 

ON LEASH 

 
Did not remain in place___________ 
 

Excessive additional                      
commands___________________ 

 

Repeated whines or barks_________ 
 

Stands or lies down before 
   handler returns________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stands or lies down after handler 
  returns to heel position___________ 
Minor move before handler 
   returns_______________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ___________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time __________ 
Minor whine or bark_______________ 
Forced into position_______________ 
Handler error____________________ 
Additional command______________ 
 

40   

 
RECALL 

ON LEASH 
 

(No Finish) 

 
Did not come on second 
   command or signal_____________ 
 

Anticipated_____________________ 
 

Extra command or 
   signal to stay__________________ 
 

Moved from position_____________ 
 

Out of reach____________________ 
 

Leaving handler_________________ 
 

 
Slow response___________________ 
No sit__________________________ 
Poor sit________________________ 
Failure to come directly to 

handler______________________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot 
   or gallop______________________ 
Handler error____________________ 
 

40   

*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.       
Maximum Subtotal Points  

200   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   

Dog’s Appearance 10   

Sportsmanship 10   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)     

                                                                                                     Maximum Total Points 230   
 

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - BEGINNER NOVICE B 
 
Exhibitor’s Name             Exhibitor’s Number      

 
County             Breed       

 
 

EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL 
POINT DEDUCTION 

MAX 
POINTS 

SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL  

ON LEASH 

 
Unmanageable_________________ 
 

Unqualified heeling______________        
 

Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________         
 

Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

 
No change of pace: Fast___Slow____ 
Improper heel position ____________           
Occasional tight leash  ____________          
Forging____  Crowding handler_____ 
Lagging________ Sniffing__________              
Extra command to heel____________          
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts____   
No sits_________  Poor sits________   
Sluggish pace____ Handler error____ 
 

40   

 
FIGURE 8 
ON LEASH 

 
Unmanageable_________________ 
 

Unqualified heeling______________        
 

Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________     
 

Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

 
No change of pace: Fast___Slow____ 
Improper heel position ____________           
Occasional tight leash  ____________          
Forging____  Crowding handler_____ 
Lagging________ Sniffing__________              
Extra command to heel____________          
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts____   
No sits_________  Poor sits________   
Brisk pace______ Handler error_____ 
 

40   

 
SIT FOR 
EXAM 

ON LEASH 

 
Stands or lies down before or 
   during examination_____________ 
 

Growls/shows resentment_________ 
 

Moves away before or 
   during examination_____________ 
 

 
Moving slightly before or during______ 
Moves feet______________________ 
Moving after examination___________ 
Stands/lies down after exam________ 
Heel position____________________ 
Extra signal or command__________ 
Shyness______ Handler error______ 
 

40   

 
SIT/STAY 

(Handler Walks 
Around Ring) 

 
 
 

Leash 
Dropped 

 
Did not remain in place___________ 
 

Excessive additional                      
commands___________________ 

 

Repeated whines or barks_________ 
 

Stands or lies down before 
   handler returns________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stands or lies down after handler 
  returns to heel position___________ 
Minor move before handler 

returns_______________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ___________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time __________ 
Minor whine or bark_______________ 
Forced into position_______________ 
Handler error____________________ 
Additional command______________ 
 

40   

 
RECALL 

OFF LEASH 
 

(No Finish) 
 
 
 

 
Did not come on second 
   command or signal_____________ 
 

Anticipated_____________________ 
 

Extra command or 
   signal to stay__________________ 
 

Moved from position_____________ 
 

Out of reach____________________ 
 

Leaving handler_________________ 
 

 
Slow response___________________ 
No sit__________________________ 
Poor sit________________________ 
Failure to come directly to 

handler______________________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot 
   or gallop______________________ 
Handler error____________________ 
 

40   

*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.         
Maximum Subtotal Points  

200   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   

Dog’s Appearance 10   

Sportsmanship 10   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)    

                                                                                                     Maximum Total Points 230   
 

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - BRACE 
Exhibitor’s Name _____________  _______________ Exhibitor’s Number      

County ______________  _____________________ Breed        
 

EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL POINT 
DEDUCTION 

POINTS SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL ON 
LEASH 

AND 
FIGURE 8 

                        Heeling         Fig. 8 
Unmanageable_______       _____ 
Unqualified heeling____       _____    
Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog_______        _____ 
Constant tugging on  
    leash or guiding_____     _____ 
 

                                               Heeling     Fig. 8 
No change of pace: Fast__Slow____    
Improper heel position           ______    ______ 
Occasional tight leash           ______     ______ 
Forging___  Crowding handler_____    ___  ___ 
Lagging___         Sniffing      ______    ___  ___ 
Extra command to heel         ______     ______ 
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts___  ___  ___ 
No sits________ Poor sits  _______   ___  ___ 
Sluggish pace                     _______      ______ 
Handler error                      _______       ______ 

40   

STAND 
FOR 

EXAM 

Sits or lies down before or 
   during examination___________ 
Growls _____________________        
Moves away before or 
    during examination__________ 
Shows shyness or  
    resentment________________ 

Moving slightly before or during_____________ 
Moves feet_____________________________ 
Moving after examination__________________ 
Sits after exam__________________________ 
Heel position___________________________ 
Extra signal or command__________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

 
HEEL  
FREE 

 
Unmanageable_______________ 
Unqualified heeling____________ 
Handler continually adapts 
   pace to dog________________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 

No change of pace:   Fast______ Slow_______ 
Improper hand position___________________ 
Forging_________ Crowing handler_________ 
Lagging_________ Sniffing________________ 
Extra command to heel___________________ 
Heeling wide_____ Turns_____ Abouts______ 
No sits____________  Poor sits____________ 
Sluggish pace__________________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

40   

 
RECALL 

 
 

Did not come on first command 
   or signal___________________ 
Anticipated___________________ 
Extra command or  
   signal to stay________________ 
Moved from position___________ 
Sat out of reach_______________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 
 

Stood or laid down_______________________ 
Slow response______ Touched handler______ 
No sit in front_______ Sat between feet______ 
No finish___________ Poor sit_____________ 
Failure to come directly to handler___________ 
Poor finish_____________________________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot or gallop________ 
Handler arms not at side__________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

                                                                 Maximum Subtotal Points 140   

 
SIT STAY 

GET YOUR 
LEASH 

 
 

Did not remain in place_________ 
Goes to another dog___________ 
Repeated whines or  
   barks______________________ 
Stood or laid down before 
   handler returns______________ 

Stood or laid down after handler 
   returns to heel position__________________ 
Minor move before handler  
   returns______________________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Forced into position______________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

GROUP 
EXERCISE 

 
SIT AND 
DOWN 
STAY 

(1 min.) 

Tight leash-aids dog___________ 
Repeatedly barking or 
whining_____________________  
Moving a substantial distance way 
from where left________________ 
Not remaining in required position 
until handler returned.  
Sat---Stood---Downed 
 

Forced into position______________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Tight leash_____________________________ 
Moves a short distance from where left_______ 
Minor move before handler returns__________ 
Changes position after handler returns to heel 
position. Sat---Stood---Downed 

30   

  *A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.  

                                                                                        Maximum Subtotal Points 
200   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   

Dog’s Appearance 10   

Sportsmanship 10   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)    

                                                                           Maximum Total Points 230   

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - GRADUATE NOVICE 
 

Exhibitor’s Name          Exhibitor’s No.        
   

County         Breed        
 

 
EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT DEDUCTION MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL POINT DEDUCTION MAX. 

POINTS 
SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL 
FREE 
and 

FIGURE  
8 

OFF LEASH 

 
Unmanageable _________________                          
Unqualified Heeling ______________ 
Handler continually adapts  
  pace to dog ___________________ 
 

                              Heeling                                    Fig. 8 
No change of pace     Fast___  Slow___         ____      ____ 
Improper heel position______________          ___________ 
Forging_______ Crowding handler______      ____      ____ 
Lagging_______  Sniffing_________               ____     ____ 
Extra command to heel___________               __________ 
Heeling wide____  Turns___  Abouts____      ___  ___  ___ 
No sits_____   Poor sits_____                          ____    ____ 
Sluggish pace_____________________         __________ 
Handler error______________________        ___________ 

 
 

40 

  

 
DROP ON 
RECALL 

Didn’t come on first command or  
   signal________________________ 
Anticipated command____________ 
Extra command or signal to stay____  
Moved from position______________ 
Sat out of reach_________________  
Failing to drop__________________                                          

Stood or laid down________________________________ 
Slow response_____________  Slow Drop_____________ 
Touched handler____________ Poor sit______________ 
No sit in front_______________ Sat between feet_______ 
No finish___________________ Poor finish____________ 
Failure to come directly to handler____________________ 
Failure to come at a brisk trot or gallop________________ 
Handler error____________________________________ 

 
 

40 

  

 
DUMBBELL 

RECALL 

Didn’t come on first command or  
   signal_______________________ 
Anticipated command____________ 
Extra command or signal to stay or 
   take dumbbell________________  
Moved from position_____________ 
Sat out of reach_________________                                             

Stood or laid down________________________________ 
Slow response_____________  Mouthing_____________ 
Touched handler____________ Poor sit______________ 
No sit in front_______________ Sat between feet_______ 
No finish___________________ Poor finish____________ 
Failure to come directly to handler____________________ 
Failure to come at a brisk trot or gallop________________ 
Handler error____________________________________ 
Dropping dumbbell________________________________ 

 
 

30 

  

DUMBBELL 
RECALL 

OVER  
HIGH JUMP 

Didn’t come on first command or  
   signal________________________ 
Anticipated command____________ 
Extra command or signal _________ 
Sat out of reach_________________  
Fails to jump____________________ 
Climbing jump__________________                                          

Stood or laid down____________ No sit_______________ 
Slow response_______________ Poor sit______________ 
Touches jump_______________  Poor finish____________ 
Anticipated finish_____________ No finish_____________ 
Touched handler__________________________________ 
Hesitation to jump_________________________________ 
Handler error_____________________________________ 
Dropping dumbbell________________________________ 

 
 

30 
 
 

  

RECALL 
OVER 

BROAD 
JUMP 

Didn’t come on first command or  
   signal________________________ 
Anticipated command____________ 
Extra command or signal _________ 
Sat out of reach_________________  
Does not jump full distance________                                          

Stood or laid down________________________________ 
Slow response________  Touched handler_____________ 
No sit in front_______________ Sat between feet_______ 
No finish___________________ Poor finish____________ 
Failure to come directly to handler____________________ 
Hesitation to jump________________________________ 
Handler error____________________________________ 

 
 

30 

  

                                                                                                     Maximum Subtotal Points 170   
STAND- 
STAY 

GET YOUR 
LEASH 

 

Fails to stand on first 
command/signal_________________ 
Moves a substantial distance away__ 
Repeated whines or barks_________ 
Handler Error___________________ 
Does not remain in position until 
hander returns to heel position_____ 

Changed positions after handler returns 
  to heel position__________________________________ 
Moves a short distance away________________________ 
Moves feet repeatedly_____________________________ 
Handler error____________________________________ 

 
 
30 

  

    *A dog that snaps, bites, or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.                           
Maximum Subtotal Points                                                                                                      

200   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   
Dog’s Appearance 10   
Sportsmanship 10   
 

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs) 
 

   
                                                                                                           Maximum Total Points 230   
 

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



 
 
 
 

OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - GRADUATE OPEN 

Exhibitor’s Name _________________________________________________Exhibitor’s No. ____________________ 

County ___________________________ Breed _______________________ Jumps________    Article No._________ 
 

EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT DEDUCTION MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MAX. 
POINTS 

POINTS 
LOST 

NET 
SCORE 

SIGNAL 
EXERCISE 

Failure on audible command and/or 
signal to: 
Stand___________ Stay___________ 
Drop___________________________ 
Sit_____________________________ 
Come__________________________ 
Anticipated______________________ 
Sat out of reach__________________ 
Handler adapting self to dog’s 

pace_________________________ 
Unmanageable___________________ 
Unqualified heeling________________ 

Forging_____________  Crowding_______________ 
Lagging____________    Sniffing________________ 
No change of pace_______ Fast_____ Slow_______ 
Heeling wide: on Turns________ Abouts__________ 
Extra command to heel________________________ 
Holding signals______________________________ 
Slow response to signal to:  Stand_____ Down_____ 
   Sit______ Come______ Touched handler_______ 
Walk forward_________  Sat between feet________ 
No sit: Front-Finish__________  Poor sits_________ 
Anticipated finish__________ Poor finish_________ 
Handler error________________________________ 

 
40 

 

  

SD 
 

(sit or direct) 
#_____ 

 
  M     L     W 

 
 
Anticipated______________________        
Extra command__________________ 
Sat out of reach__________________ 
No go out 
      1st command__________________ 
No retrieve______________________ 
Wrong article____________________ 

Talking after judge takes articles_________________ 
Handler turn in place__________________________ 
Directly to articles____________________________ 
Slow going and returning_______________________ 
Doesn’t work continuously______________________ 
Dropping article on return______________________ 
Mouthing___________________________________ 
Extra command/signal to stay___________________ 
Dog changes position/moves___________________ 
Petting dog while scenting_____________________ 
No sit in front_____________   Poor sit___________ 
Poor finish____________ Handler error__________ 
No finish___________________________________ 

 
30 

  

GO OUT 

Anticipates_______________________ 
Does not leave on order____________ 
Does not go out between___________ 
Does not stop & remain at least 10’                 
beyond jumps____________________ 
Second command to sit to stop dog’s 
movement_______________________ 
 

Slightly off direction__________________________ 
Anticipated: Turn______ Stop________ Sit_______ 
Slow going_________________________________ 
Does not sit on command_____________________ 
Does not stop in approximate center or about 10’ past 
the jumps__________________________________ 
Does not sit on command_____________________ 
Additional command to sit after stopping__________ 

 
30 

  

DIRECTED 
JUMPING 

Did not come on first command  
  or signal________________________ 
Extra command and/or signal to 

stay__________________________ 
Moved from place_________________ 
Fails to jump correct jump___________ 
Climbing jump____________________ 
Knocking bar off__________________ 
Anticipated command______________ 

Holding signals______________________________ 
Slow response to direction_____________________ 
Hesitation or reluctance to jump_________________ 
No sit in front_________   Touched handler________ 
Anticipate finish_______   Sat between feet________ 
Poor sits____________    No finish______________ 
Poor finishes_________   Handler error__________ 
Touching jump______________________________ 

 
30 

  

MOVING 
STAND 

AND 
EXAM 

Sat out of reach___________________ 
Displays fear or resentment__________ 
Sitting___________________________ 
Lying down_______________________ 
Growling or snapping_______________ 
Repeated whining or barking_________ 
Failure to:  Heel__________________ 
Stand and stay____________________ 
Accept examination________________ 
Return to handler__________________ 

Forging______________  Crowding_____________ 
Lagging___________________________________ 
Heeling wide_______________________________ 
Moves slightly on stand_______________________ 
Fails to return briskly_________________________ 
Sits in front_________________________________ 
Slow response______________________________ 
Handler error_______________________________ 
Poor finish_________________________________ 

30   

DIRECTED 
RETRIEVE 

 
Glove No. ___ 

 
Repositions dog __________________ 
No retrieve command given__________ 
Dog anticipates___________________ 
Retrieves wrong glove______________ 
Fails to retrieve on 1st command______ 
Sat out of reach___________________ 

Turn in place_______________________________ 
Command/direction not give simultaneously_______ 
Touching dog_________ Excessive motions_______ 
Slow response to command____________________ 
Mouthing_____________ Playing_______________ 
Slow going___________  Slow returning_________ 
Delayed response______ Slow going/returning____ 
Poor delivery__________ Mouthing/dropping______ 
No sit in front__________ Poor sit_______________ 
No finish______________ Poor finish____________ 
Not going directly_______ Handler error__________ 

 
40 

  

                                                                                                               Maximum Subtotal Points 200   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   

Dog’s Appearance 10   

Sportsmanship 10   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer 
with show committee if pt. value differs)                                                                                           

                        Maximum Total Points 230   

  *A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.                                                  OSUE, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - NOVICE   _____ A   or _____ B  
Exhibitor’s Name ____________________________ Exhibitor’s Number      
County _____________________________________ Breed        

 

EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL POINT 
DEDUCTION 

POINTS SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL ON 
LEASH 

AND 
FIGURE 8 

                        Heeling         Fig. 8 
Unmanageable_______       _____ 
Unqualified heeling____       _____    
Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog_______        _____ 
Constant tugging on  
    leash or guiding_____     _____ 
 

                                               Heeling     Fig. 8 
No change of pace: Fast____Slow____    
Improper heel position           ______    ______ 
Occasional tight leash           ______     ______ 
Forging___  Crowding handler_____    ___  ___ 
Lagging___         Sniffing      _______  ___  ___ 
Extra command to heel         _______   ______ 
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts___  ___  ___ 
No sits________ Poor sits  ________  ___  ___ 
Sluggish pace                       _______    ______ 
Handler error                        _______    ______ 

40   

STAND 
FOR 

EXAM 

Sits or lies down before or 
   during examination___________ 
Growls______________________ 
Moves away before or 
    during examination__________ 
Shows shyness or  
    resentment________________ 

Moving slightly before or during_____________ 
Moves feet_____________________________ 
Moving after examination__________________ 
Sits after exam__________________________ 
Heel position___________________________ 
Extra signal or command__________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

 
HEEL  
FREE 

 
Unmanageable_______________ 
Unqualified heeling____________ 
Handler continually adapts 
   pace to dog________________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 

No change of pace:   Fast______ Slow_______ 
Improper hand position___________________ 
Forging_________ Crowding handler________ 
Lagging_________ Sniffing________________ 
Extra command to heel___________________ 
Heeling wide_____ Turns_____ Abouts______ 
No sits____________  Poor sits____________ 
Sluggish pace__________________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

40   

 
RECALL 

 
 

Did not come on first command 
   or signal___________________ 
Anticipated___________________ 
Extra command or  
   signal to stay________________ 
Moved from position___________ 
Sat out of reach_______________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 
 

Stood or laid down_______________________ 
Slow response______ Touched handler______ 
No sit in front_______ Sat between feet______ 
No finish___________ Poor sit_____________ 
Failure to come directly to handler___________ 
Poor finish_____________________________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot or gallop________ 
Handler arms not at side__________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

                                                                 Maximum Subtotal Points 140   

 
SIT STAY 

GET 
YOUR 
LEASH 

 

Did not remain in place_________ 
Goes to another dog___________ 
Repeated whines or  
   barks______________________ 
Stood or laid down before 
   handler returns______________ 

Stood or laid down after handler 
   returns to heel position__________________ 
Minor move before handler  
   returns______________________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Forced into position______________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

GROUP 
EXERCISE 

 

SIT AND 
DOWN 
STAY 

   (1 min.) 

Tight leash-aids dog___________ 
Repeatedly barking or 
whining_____________________  
Moving a substantial distance way 
from where left________________ 
Not remaining in required position 
until handler returned.  
Sat---Stood---Downed 
 

Forced into position______________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Tight leash_____________________________ 
Moves a short distance from where left_______ 
Minor move before handler returns__________ 
Changes position after handler returns to heel 
position. Sat---Stood---Downed 

30   

*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite       
must be immediately excused from the ring.               Maximum Subtotal Points                                                         200 

  

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   

Dog’s Appearance 10   

Sportsmanship 10   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)    

                                                                              Maximum Total Points 230   

    Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



 
OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - OPEN 

Exhibitor’s Name           Exhibitor’s No.    
County         Breed        
High Jump       Broad Jump _____ 
EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT DEDUCTION MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL POINT 

DEDUCTION 
MAX. 

POINTS 
SCORE COMMENTS 

 
 

HEEL 
FREE  
and 

 FIGURE 8 

 
Unmanageable___________ 
Unqualified heeling________ 
Handler continually adapts               
pace to dog_____________                               

                                 Heeling 
No change of pace        Fast___  Slow__ 
Improper heel position    _____________     
Forging_____ Crowding handler_______ 
Lagging_____ Sniffing __________ 
Extra command to heel______________ 
Heeling wide___ Turns___ Abouts_____ 
No sits_______     Poor sits______ 
Heels at brisk pace_________________ 
Handler error______________________ 

Fig. 8 
___  ___ 
   ____ 
___   ___ 
___   ___ 
   ____ 
___   ___ 
___   ___ 
   ____ 
   ____ 
 

 
 

40 

  

Command 
Discrimina-

tion 
 

STAND 
DOWN 

SIT 

Did not remain in place_____ 
Did not remain in position   before 

handler returns____ 
Fails to change position on first 
command and/or signal____________ 
Handler error_____________ 

Walks forward / moves______________ 
Changed position after handler returns to 

heel position____________________ 
Handler error______________________ 

  
 

30 

  

 
DROP 

ON 
RECALL 

Didn’t come on first command or 
signal________________ 

Anticipated command______ 
Extra command or signal to stay_____ 
Moved from position_______ 
Sat out of reach___________ 
Failing to drop____________ 

Stood or lay down____________________________ 
Slow response_________Slow drop_____________ 
Touched handler_______Poor sit_______________ 
No sit in front__________Sat between feet________ 
No finish______________Poor finish_____________ 
Failure to come directly to handler________________ 
Failure to come at a brisk trot or gallop____________ 
Handler error________________________________ 
 

 
 

30 

  

 
RETRIEVE 

ON  
FLAT 

Fails to go out on first command or 
signal_______ 

Fails to retrieve___________ 
Anticipated command______ 
Extra command or signal___________ 
Sat out of reach___________ 
 

Slow:       Going________   Returning_____________ 
Mouthing______________  Dropping_____________ 
Not going directly to dumbbell___________________ 
No sit________________     Poor sit_____________ 
Anticipated finish_____________________________ 
No finish______________    Poor finish___________ 
Touch handler___________Handler error_________ 

 
 

20 

  

 
 

RETRIEVE 
OVER HIGH 

JUMP 

Fails to go out on first command or 
signal_______ 

Fails to retrieve___________ 
Anticipated command______ 
Extra command or signal___________ 
Sat out of reach__________ 
Fails to jump going or returning______ 
Jumps only one direction__________ 
Climbing jump____________ 
 

Slow:       Going________   Returning_____________ 
Mouthing_____________   Dropping_____________ 
Not going directly to dumbbell___________________ 
Touches jump__________    Poor delivery_________ 
No sit_________________   Poor sit_____________ 
Anticipated finish_____________________________ 
No finish______________    Poor finish___________ 
Touch handler__________   Handler error_________ 
Pause, hesitation or reluctance to jump____________ 

 
 
 

30 

  

 
BROAD 
JUMP 

Anticipated command______ 
Refuses to jump on first command or 
signal_______ 

Does not jump full distance_________ 
Sat out of reach___________ 

Pause, hesitation or reluctance to jump____________ 
Touches jump________  Poor return_____________ 
No sit in front_________ Poor sit________________ 
Sat between feet_______Anticipated finish_______ 
No finish_____________ Poor finish_____________ 
Touching handler______ Handler error___________ 
 

 
20 

  

                                                                                                Maximum Subtotal Points 170   
STAND 
STAY 

GET YOUR 
LEASH 

 

Fails to stand on first 
command/signal____________ 
Moves a substantial distance away_____ 
Repeated whines or barks____ 
Handler Error_______________ 
Does not remain in position until hander 
returns to heel position_____________ 

Changed positions after handler returns to heel 
position____________________________________ 

Minor move before handler returns_______________ 
Minor whine or bark___________________________ 
Forced into position___________________________ 
Handler error________________________________ 

 
30 

  

 *A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.                            
Maximum Subtotal Points 

200   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   
Dog’s Appearance 10   
Sportsmanship 10   
Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)    
                                                                                                                     Maximum Total Points 230   

      Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - PRE-NOVICE TEAM 

Team Members’ Names         Exhibitors’ Numbers    

         County           

EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL 
POINT DEDUCTION 

POINTS SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL ON 
LEASH 

Unmanageable_________________ 
Unqualified heeling______________        
Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________         
Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

No change of pace: Fast__Slow__ 
Improper heel position _________           
Occasional tight leash  _________          
Forging_____________________  
Crowding handler_____________ 
Lagging______ Sniffing________              
Extra command to heel_________          
Heeling wide__Turns__Abouts___   
No sits______  Poor sits________   
Sluggish pace________________ 
Handler error_________________ 

180   

 
FIGURE 8 
ON LEASH 

Unmanageable_________________ 
Unqualified heeling______________        
Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________    
Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

Improper heel position _________           
Occasional tight leash  _________          
Forging_____________________  
Crowding handler_____________ 
Lagging______ Sniffing________              
Extra command to heel_________          
Heeling wide_______Turns______  
No sits______  Poor sits________   
Sluggish pace________________ 
Handler error_________________ 

100   

 
STAND FOR 

EXAM 
ON LEASH 

Sits or lies down before or 
   during examination_____________ 
Growls________________________ 
Moves away before or 
   during examination_____________ 
Shows shyness or 
   resentment___________________ 

Moves feet___________________ 
Moving after examination________ 
Sits as handler returns__________ 
Extra signal or command________ 
Handler error_________________ 
Leash on floor________________ 
Tight leash___________________ 

120   

 
RECALL 

ON LEASH 
 
 

Did not come on first 
   command or signal_____________ 
Anticipated_____________________ 
Extra command or 
   signal to stay_________________ 
  

No sit in front______ Poor sit____ 
No finish_____ Poor finish______ 
Extra command to finish________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot 
   or gallop___________________ 
Extra command to stay_________ 
Handler error_________________ 
 

160   

                                                                  Maximum Subtotal Points 560   
 

LONG SIT 
(1 MIN.) 

 
 
 

ON LEASH 

 
Did not remain in place___________ 
Goes to another dog_____________ 
Repeated whines or barks_________ 
Stood or laid down before 
   handler returns________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minor move before handler 
returns______________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time _______ 
Stood or laid down after handler 
 returns to heel position_________ 
Minor whine or bark____________ 
Forced into position____________ 
Handler error_________________ 

120  
 
 
 

 

 
LONG DOWN 

 (1 MIN.) 
 

 
ON LEASH 

 
 

 
Did not remain in place___________ 
Goes to another dog_____________ 
Repeated whines or barks_________ 
Stood or sat before 
   handler returns________________ 

Minor move before handler 
returns______________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time _______ 
Stood or laid down after handler 
 returns to heel position_________ 
Minor whine or bark____________ 
Forced into position____________ 
Handler error_________________ 

120   

  *A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must                                                                       
be immediately excused from the ring.                                                                                                                                                

                        Maximum Subtotal Points 800   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 40   

Dog’s Appearance 40   

Sportsmanship 40   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)    

                                                                                                   Maximum Total Points 920   
Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - PRE-NOVICE 
Exhibitor’s Name             Exhibitor’s Number      
County             Breed        

 
 

EXERCISE* MAXIMUM POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL 
POINT DEDUCTION 

POINTS SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL ON 
LEASH 

Unmanageable_________________ 
Unqualified heeling______________        
Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________         
Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

No change of pace: Fast__Slow__ 
Improper heel position _________           
Occasional tight leash  _________          
Forging_____________________  
Crowding handler_____________ 
Lagging______ Sniffing________              
Extra command to heel_________          
Heeling wide__Turns__Abouts___   
No sits______  Poor sits________   
Sluggish pace________________ 
Handler error_________________ 

45   

 
FIGURE 8 
ON LEASH 

Unmanageable_________________ 
Unqualified heeling______________        
Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog__________________    
Constant tugging on leash  
    or guiding____________________ 

Improper heel position _________           
Occasional tight leash  _________          
Forging_____________________  
Crowding handler_____________ 
Lagging______ Sniffing________              
Extra command to heel_________          
Heeling wide_______Turns______  
No sits______  Poor sits________   
Sluggish pace________________ 
Handler error_________________ 

25   

 
STAND FOR 

EXAM 
ON LEASH 

Sits or lies down before or 
   during examination_____________ 
Growls________________________ 
Moves away before or 
   during examination_____________ 
Shows shyness or 
   resentment___________________ 

Moves feet___________________ 
Moving after examination________ 
Sits as handler returns__________ 
Extra signal or command________ 
Handler error_________________ 
Leash on floor________________ 
Tight leash___________________ 

30   

 
RECALL 

ON LEASH 
 
 

Did not come on first 
   command or signal_____________ 
Anticipated_____________________ 
Extra command or 
   signal to stay_________________ 
  

No sit in front______ Poor sit____ 
No finish_____ Poor finish______ 
Extra command to finish________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot 
   or gallop___________________ 
Extra command to stay_________ 
Handler error_________________ 
 

40   

                                                                  Maximum Subtotal Points 140   
 

LONG SIT 
(1 MIN.) 

 
 
 

ON LEASH 

 
Did not remain in place___________ 
Goes to another dog_____________ 
Repeated whines or barks_________ 
Stood or laid down before 
   handler returns________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minor move before handler 
returns______________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time _______ 
Stood or laid down after handler 
 returns to heel position_________ 
Minor whine or bark____________ 
Forced into position____________ 
Handler error_________________ 

30  
 
 
 

 

 
LONG DOWN 

 (1 MIN.) 
 

ON LEASH 
 

 

 
Did not remain in place___________ 
Goes to another dog_____________ 
Repeated whines or barks_________ 
Stood or sat before 
   handler returns________________ 

Minor move before handler 
returns______________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time _______ 
Stood or laid down after handler 
 returns to heel position_________ 
Minor whine or bark____________ 
Forced into position____________ 
Handler error_________________ 

30   

  *A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must                                                                       
be immediately excused from the ring.                                                                                                                                                                        Maximum Subtotal Points 200   

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   

Dog’s Appearance 10   

Sportsmanship 10   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)    

                                                                                                   Maximum Total Points 230   
Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



OHIO 4-H DOG SHOW - PREFERRED NOVICE 
Exhibitor’s Name          Exhibitor’s Number     
County          Breed       

 

EXERCISE MAXIMUM POINT 
DEDUCTION 

MINOR TO SUBSTANTIAL POINT 
DEDUCTION 

POINTS SCORE COMMENTS 

 
HEEL ON 
LEASH 

AND 
FIGURE 

8 

                        Heeling         Fig. 8 
Unmanageable_______       _____ 
Unqualified heeling____       _____    
Handler continually adapts  
    pace to dog_______        _____ 
Constant tugging on  
    leash or guiding_____     _____ 
 

                                               Heeling     Fig. 8 
No change of pace: Fast____Slow____    
Improper heel position           ______    ______ 
Occasional tight leash           ______     ______ 
Forging___  Crowding handler_____    ___  ___ 
Lagging___         Sniffing      _______  ___  ___ 
Extra command to heel         _______   ______ 
Heeling wide___Turns___Abouts___  ___  ___ 
No sits________ Poor sits  ________  ___  ___ 
Sluggish pace                       _______    ______ 
Handler error                        _______    ______ 
 

40   

STAND 
FOR 

EXAM 

Sits or lies down before or 
   during examination___________ 
Growls______________________ 
Moves away before or 
    during examination__________ 
Shows shyness or  
resentment___________________ 

Moving slightly before or during_____________ 
Moves feet_____________________________ 
Moving after examination__________________ 
Sits/lies down after exam__________________ 
Heel position___________________________ 
Extra signal or command__________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

 
HEEL  
FREE 

 
Unmanageable_______________ 
Unqualified heeling____________ 
Handler continually adapts 
   pace to dog________________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 

No change of pace:   Fast______ Slow_______ 
Improper hand position___________________ 
Forging_________ Crowding handler________ 
Lagging_________ Sniffing________________ 
Extra command to heel___________________ 
Heeling wide_____ Turns_____ Abouts______ 
No sits____________  Poor sits____________ 
Sluggish pace__________________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

40   

 
RECALL 

 
 

Did not come on first command 
   or signal___________________ 
Anticipated___________________ 
Extra command or  
   signal to stay________________ 
Moved from position___________ 
Sat out of reach_______________ 
Leaving handler_______________ 
 

Slow response__________________________  
No sit in front_______ Poor sit_____________ 
No finish___________  
Failure to come directly to handler___________ 
Poor finish_____________________________ 
Failure to come at brisk trot or gallop________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

30   

 
STAY 

SIT OR 
DOWN 

 

Did not remain in place_________ 
Additional/excessive commands__ 
Repeated whines or  
   barks______________________ 
Stands or lies down before 
   handler returns______________ 

Stands or lies down after handler 
   returns to heel position__________________ 
Minor move before handler  
   returns______________________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Additional command_____________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 
 

30   

SIT STAY 
GET 

YOUR 
LEASH 

Did not remain in place_________ 
Goes to another dog___________ 
Repeated whines or barks_______ 
Handler error_________________ 
Stays or lies down before handler 
returns______________________ 

Stands or lies down after handler 
   returns to heel position__________________ 
Minor move before handler  
   returns______________________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 
 

30   

*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite       
must be immediately excused from the ring.               Maximum Subtotal Points                                                         200 

  

Exhibitor’s Appearance 10   

Dog’s Appearance 10   

Sportsmanship 10   

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)    

                                                                              Maximum Total Points 230   

     
Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 



Ohio 4-H Dog Show - Pre-Novice Group Examinations 
(Dogs in Show Order) 

 
 

   
 
 
         Maximum Point Deduction*       Minor to Substantial Point Deduction 
 

 
Pre-Novice  

 

LONG SIT 
(1 MIN.) 
On Leash 

 

 
Did not remain in place________________________ 
Goes to another dog__________________________ 
Leaves ring_________________________________ 
Repeated whines or barks_____________________ 
Stood or laid down before handler returns_________ 

 
Minor move before handler returns________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ________________________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time _______________________ 
Stood or laid down after handler 
   returns to heel position________________________ 
Minor whine or bark____________________________ 
Forced into position____________________________ 
Handler error_________________________________ 
 
 

 
Pre-Novice 

 

LONG DOWN 
(1 MIN.) 
On Leash 

 

 
Did not remain in place________________________ 
Goes to another dog__________________________ 
Leaves ring_________________________________ 
Repeated whines or barks_____________________ 
Stood or sat before handler returns______________ 

 
Minor move before handler  returns________________ 
Stays 1/3 time ________________________________ 
Stays more than 2/3 time _______________________ 
Stood or laid down after handler 
   returns to heel position________________________ 
Minor whine or bark____________________________ 
Forced into position____________________________ 
Handler error_________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if point value differs)  
 
*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 
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Ohio 4-H Dog Show - Preferred Novice Group Examinations 
(Dogs in Show Order) 

 
 

 
   
         Maximum Point Deduction*       Minor to Substantial Point Deduction 

 
 

STAY 
SIT 
OR 

DOWN 

 
Did not remain in place _____________________ 
 
Additional/excessive commands ______________ 
 
Repeated whines or barks ___________________ 
 
Stands or lies down before handler returns ______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stands or lies down after handler returns to heel 
position ____________________________________ 
 
Minor move before handler returns _______________  
 
Minor whine or bark___________________________ 
 
Additional command___________________________ 
 
Handler error________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SIT STAY 
GET YOUR 

LEASH 

 
Did not remain in place______________________ 
 
Goes to another dog________________________ 
 
Repeated whines or barks___________________ 
 
Handler error_____________________________ 
 
Stays or lies down before handler returns ______ 
 
 
 

 
Stands or lies down after handler returns to heel 
position  ____________________________________ 
 
Minor move before handler returns _______________  
 
Minor whine or bark___________________________ 
 
Handler error________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)  
 
*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 
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Exer-
cise 
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Ohio 4-H Dog Show - Novice Group Examinations 

(Dogs in Show Order) 
 

A    B   
 
 

          
 
    Maximum Point Deduction*       Minor to Substantial Point Deduction 
 

GROUP 
EXERCISE 

 

SIT AND DOWN 
STAY 

   (1 min.) 
 

Did not remain in place_________ 
Goes to another dog___________ 
Repeated whines or  
   barks______________________ 
Stood or laid down before 
   handler returns______________ 

Stood or laid down after handler 
   returns to heel position__________________ 
Minor move before handler  
   returns______________________________ 
Minor whine or bark______________________ 
Forced into position______________________ 
Handler error___________________________ 

 
 

Fouling the Ring (25-pt. deduction; judges MUST confer with show committee if pt. value differs)  
*A dog that snaps, bites or attempts to bite must be immediately excused from the ring.          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, 2026 
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