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You and Your Dog, Assistance Dogs, and 4-H PetPALS Rules 
for Ohio 4-H/Ohio State Fair Participation 

 
 

Members competing in You and Your Dog, Assistance Dog, and 4-H PetPALS are also required to 
follow the General Dog Show Rules for Ohio 4-H/Ohio State Fair Participation. Those rules can be 
found at: https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/dog-resources 
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County-Use of Ohio 4-H/OSF Dog Rules and Regulations 
 
County usage of all Ohio 4-H/Ohio State Fair Dog Show Rules and Regulations is recommended 
for consistency and continuity in the 4-H dog programs throughout the state. However, 
counties may adapt The Ohio 4-H/Ohio State Fair Dog Show Rules and Regulations for county 
level evaluations to allow for a more positive experience for youth.  
 
Some examples include: 
 

 Adding, deleting or modifying classes offered to accommodate entry numbers or experience, 
such as dividing Pre-Novice into Pre-Novice A and Pre-Novice B classes 
 

 Adding “C” classes when needed. At the Ohio State Fair, except for certain advanced obedience 
classes, youth are required to move to a higher level if winning. However, depending on the size 
of classes at the county level, it may not be feasible for a youth to move to a higher level after 
winning. They may be the only youth in the class or may not be ready as a team to move to the 
higher level. Therefore, either permitting youth winning first place to repeat a class or creating a 
“C” class for certain obedience classes, allows that youth to continue training at the same level 
to become successful and not get discouraged, dropping out of the dog project.  

 
 Adapting age divisions for participation. For example, Showmanship and You and Your Dog are 

divided into Junior, Intermediate, and Senior classes at the State Fair. Counties may offer Junior 
and Senior classes, or even just one Showmanship class, depending on numbers. 
 

 Combining A and B classes. Counties may combine an A and B class into one class provided the 
class exercise requirements are the same. However, record-keeping is required to ensure that 
youth/dog teams who are inexperienced “A” teams, are recognized as such so that they are not 
excluded from participating at the “A” level at the Ohio State Fair in the same 4-H year, if 
applicable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 4 

You and Your Dog, Assistance Dogs, and 4-H PetPALS Rules 
for Ohio 4-H/Ohio State Fair Participation 

 
NOTE: 2026 changes and/or additions are underlined. 

 
Handler’s Appearance 
Exhibitors should be neat, clean, and well-groomed in appearance. They should wear clothing that is 
comfortable to handle in and appropriate for dog shows. Clothing should not distract, limit or hinder the 
judge’s view of the dog. Youth with long hair should tie it back to keep it from interfering with handling 
or the judge’s view. 

⋅ Acceptable clothing for all You and Your Dog and Assistance Dogs classes includes slacks, dressy 
shorts, skorts, capris or crop pants, colored dress jeans, collared blouses and shirts, polo shirts, 
or similar attire, closed-toe shoes, rubber-soled shoes, flats, and similar type footwear. For 4-H 
PetPALS, exhibitors should wear clothing worn during 4-H PetPALS visits. Acceptable clothing for 
Assistance Dogs includes shirt with Assistance Dog Organization logo. 

⋅ Inappropriate clothing includes clothing that is too tight or too revealing, such as short skirts, 
short shorts, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti straps, low cut blouses or shirts, shorts hanging 
too low on the waist, clothing with holes or tears in the fabric, blue jeans, faded or torn jeans of 
any kind, or other similar types of clothing. Do not wear shirts with club names or logos for You 
and Your Dog Projects, or clothing with lettering and distracting or offensive wording or designs. 
Do not wear hats. Do not wear sandals, open-toed shoes, high-heeled shoes, clogs, or similar 
type footwear. Exhibitors dressed inappropriately will have points deducted or may be excused 
from the show ring. 

 
Dog’s Appearance 
Dogs must be clean, well-brushed and in good physical condition appropriate for the dog’s age. The coat 
must be free from mats and loose hair. Ears must be clean and free from hair in the ear canal. The eyes 
must be free from matter, and teeth should not have any tartar buildup. Some staining on the teeth of 
older dogs is permissible. Toenails must be of proper length. Hair between the pads should be trimmed 
to prevent matting and collecting dirt. Dogs are not permitted to be dyed or colored in any way. If coat 
or nails show any evidence of dye or coloring, the score sheet will reflect a major point deduction. 
 
Collars 

⋅ Acceptable collars while in the show ring: Well-fitting plain buckle or quick release collars, 
martingales, or slip collars of an appropriate single length of leather, fabric or chain with two rings, 
one on each end, or head halters. Harnesses are also permitted. 

⋅ Acceptable collars while outside the show ring: Fancy collars, harnesses and studded collars are 
permitted on dogs.  

⋅ Unacceptable collars anywhere on the Fairgrounds: Pinch collars, collars with prongs or spikes on 
inside or outside, electronic collars, or any other special training collars, or muzzles. Youth are 
subject to disqualification from showing and removal from the Fairgrounds if their dogs are seen 
wearing these collars or devices. 

⋅ Identification tags may hang from the dog’s collar. Chain collars are not permitted for use on dogs 
in the 4-H PetPALS class. 
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Leashes 
Leashes may be of fabric or leather. Chain leashes are not acceptable. 
 
All dogs must be kept on leash except when in the show ring or exercise area and must be brought into 
and taken out of the ring on leash. Dogs must be kept on leash in the ring when brought in to receive 
awards, and when waiting before and after the group exercises.  
 
Fouling the Ring 
A 25-point deduction will be made for any dog fouling the ring. The exhibitor and their dog are not to be 
excused from the ring. Judging is to continue once the area is properly cleaned. 
 
Fouling includes urine, feces or vomit. In exceptionally poor ring conditions, judges must confer with the 
show committee and other judges to determine scoring if fouling should occur. 
 
 
 

YOU AND YOUR DOG 
 
Information from General Rules 

1. Youth must be enrolled in You and Your Dog, Project No. 201D, to show in You and Your Dog 
Classes. 

2. You and Your Dog classes are based on the age of youth. Therefore, an exhibitor and dog can 
show in ONE You and Your Dog class only. Youth may show the same dog or different dog in any 
other disciplines/classes provided they meet those eligibility requirements. 

 
Awards 
Awards for You and Your Dog include a trophy for each class winner and 1st through 15th place rosettes 
for each class. Youth can earn 1 point toward their OSF Championship Title for entering a class, and an 
additional 5 points for placing 1st through 15th in a class. Youth qualifying to earn points for the 4-H 
Exhibitor Versatility award must keep track of their points on a form provided at Registration. 
 
You and Your Dog Classes Offered at 2026 Ohio State Fair 
 
 You & Your Dog Junior 
 You & Your Dog Intermediate 
 You & Your Dog Senior  
 
You and Your Dog Judging Criteria – all classes:   
 
a. Exhibit (40 pts.):  This must be from current project year, show some knowledgeable phase of 

project work, presented to educate, not merely inform. Exhibit judged on educational content 
(20pts), neatness and appearance (5pts), originality (5pts), and exhibitor’s presentation (10pts). 
Time Limit = 5 minutes. (NOTE: The Exhibit section will be the first section of judging.) 

b.  Member’s Interview (60 pts.): For the Interview, six age-appropriate questions, each worth 10 
points, will come from the Ohio 4-H Dog Resource Handbook, ©2026. A bank of questions, without 
answers, will be posted at www.go.osu.edu/osfdogs. Partial point credit will be given if the exhibitor 
answers part(s) of a question correctly. 

http://www.go.osu.edu/osfdog
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c. 4-H Dog Project & Record Book (40 pts.):  The ENTIRE 4-H Dog Project and Record Book ©2017 
applicable to the You and Your Dog project must be filled out completely, including photographs. 
Bring entire book to judging. The 4-H Dog Project and Record Book with a copyright of 2017 must be 
used. Older project/record books will not be accepted. 

d. Member’s Appearance and Attitude (40 pts.): Exhibitors should be neat and clean in appearance.  
Appropriate clothing must be worn. 

e. Dog’s Appearance and Manners (50 pts.): Dogs should be clean and well-groomed. Dogs are not 
permitted to be dyed or colored in any way. If coat or nails show any evidence of dye or coloring, 
the score sheet will reflect a major point deduction. They should show good manners and be able to 
be controlled by the handlers. Dogs should allow examination without resistance or aggression. 
Bond and teamwork between handler and dog apparent. 

 
Refer to the You and Your Dog Score Sheet Evaluation Areas Explanation for more information. 
 
You and Your Dog Junior  
This class is for the exhibitor 8-11 years of age as of January 1, 2026. Exhibitors and dogs may repeat this 
class, with the same or different dog, regardless of winning first place, until eligible for the Intermediate 
You and Your Dog class.  
   
You and Your Dog Intermediate   
This class is for the exhibitor 12-14 years of age as of January 1, 2026. Exhibitors may repeat this class, 
with the same or different dog, regardless of winning first place, until eligible for the Senior You and 
Your Dog class.  
 
You and Your Dog Senior   
This class is for the exhibitor 15-18 years of age as of January 1, 2026. Exhibitors may repeat this class, 
with the same or different dog, regardless of winning first place, provided meeting age eligibility.  
 
Ties in Scoring 
Ties will be broken as follows:  

⋅ When two or more exhibitors have the same overall scores, the scores will be compared in each 
evaluation area beginning with the Exhibit score, followed by the Interview, followed by the 4-H 
Dog Project & Record Book, followed by Member’s Appearance and Attitude, and followed by 
Dog’s Appearance and Manners. If the scores are equal throughout all of the evaluation areas, 
the members tied will be called back for a 3-minute presentation summarizing their 5-minute 
presentation to one judge who previously judged presentations in a different age group. 

 
 

ASSISTANCE DOGS 
 
Information from General Rules 

1. Youth must be enrolled in Working Dog, Project No. 201W, to show in the Assistance Dog class.  
2. Dogs are owned by Pilot Dogs, Four Paws for Ability, or other Assistance Dog Organizations. FFA 

members raising a pilot puppy or other assistance dog may also enter this class. Youth may also 
show their assistance dogs in the appropriate age You and Your Dog, Obedience, and Canine 
Good Citizen classes.  
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3. Ownership of Assistance Dogs is respective of each applicable organization. Dogs must be in the 
continual care of the junior fair exhibitor for the duration of the project. Assistance Dogs must 
be six months old by date of show. 

4. Health requirements from the General Rules must be followed. For license tag information, 
Assistance Dogs may be licensed through their respective organizations. 

5. Assistance Dogs must be 6 months old by show date to be brought to the Ohio State Fair. 
6. Youth taking Assistance Dog projects may show their Assistance Dogs in You and Your Dog 

classes. Youth must show in the appropriate age You and Your Dog level.  
7. Youth taking Assistance Dogs may show their Assistance Dogs in one Beginning Obedience class 

(Beginner Novice A, Beginner Novice B, or Pre-Novice) that meets the exhibitor’s experience 
eligibility.  

8. Youth taking Assistance Dogs may show their Assistance Dogs in the Canine Good Citizen class. 
9. Youth showing Assistance Dogs may show a different project dog(s) in other classes provided 

they meet those classes’ eligibility requirements, as well as participate in the Poster Contest and 
Skillathon. 

 
Awards 

1. Exhibitors with dogs Meeting Expectations in all five of the areas to be evaluated will receive a 
Gold Medal and an Achievement Award. These exhibitors will accumulate a total of six points 
toward their State Fair Championship Titles and will earn Exhibitor Versatility Award points.  

2. Exhibitors with dogs earning Meets Expectation Ratings in one to four areas will receive an 
award. They will earn one (1) point toward their State Fair Championship Titles and will not be 
eligible for Exhibitor Versatility Award points. 
 

Assistance Dogs Class at 2026 Ohio State Fair 
 
 Assistance Dogs  
 
Assistance Dogs Judging Criteria 
 
Exhibitors will be evaluated on the following criteria: Interview, Records, Member’s Appearance and 
Attitude, Dog’s Appearance and Grooming, and the Dog’s Training to Date. 

⋅ Interview – The exhibitor is to demonstrate their knowledge of the Assistance Dog Organization 
from which s/he is raising the puppy. The exhibitor must be able to discuss the process of 
getting the puppy, expectations of the Assistance Dog Organization, training requirements, age 
dog is returned for additional training, etc. 

⋅ Records – The exhibitor must have records showing training and care required by the Assistance 
Dog Organization completed up to the judging date. These may be records provided by the 
Organization or the exhibitor’s own records, depending on which Organization. 

⋅ Member’s Appearance and Attitude – The exhibitor may wear a shirt with the Assistance Dog 
Organization logo, but this is not expected. The exhibitor should be neatly dressed, polite, and 
show good sportsmanship. 

⋅ Dog’s Appearance and Grooming – The dog should be in overall good health and well groomed. 
The dog should not resist examination by the judge. The dog may wear a vest, bandana, etc. 
representing the Assistance Dog Organization. 

⋅ Dog’s Training to Date – The exhibitor should be able to demonstrate progress made toward 
the following AKC Canine Good Citizen test exercises: (1) Accepting a Friendly Stranger and 
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Sitting Politely for Petting; (2) Walk on a Loose Leash; and (3) Sit, Down, and Come When Called. 
More information about these exercises can be found at: 
http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/canine-good-citizen/.  

 
 

4-H PetPALS 
 
Information from General Rules 
Youth must be enrolled in the 4-H PetPALS, Project No. 230 to be eligible to show in the 4-H PetPALS 
class. (Youth need not be enrolled in the Working Dog project.) 
 
Youth may show the same dog or different dog in any other classes provided they meet those classes’ 
eligibility requirements. 
 
Awards  
4-H PetPALS A  

∼ An exhibitor must visit with their dog the equivalent of at least one visit per month once they 
complete the training to earn a Gold Medal for visits.  

∼ An exhibitor who meets the criteria outlined in all sections of the Ohio 4-H Dog Show - 4-H 
PetPALS A score sheet will receive an award and earn 6 points toward their OSF Championship 
Title and earn Exhibitor Versatility points. 

∼ An exhibitor who still needs to meet some of the criteria will receive an award and earn one (1) 
point toward their OSF Championship Title but will not be eligible for points toward an Exhibitor 
Versatility Award. 

 
4-H PetPALS B    

⋅ An exhibitor must visit with their dog the equivalent of 12 or more visits per year in the 12 
consecutive months prior to the OSF 4-H PetPALS judging to earn a Gold Medal, 8-11 visits to 
earn a Silver Medal, and 1-7 visits to earn a Bronze Medal for visits.  

⋅ An exhibitor who meets the criteria outlined in all sections of the Ohio 4-H Dog Show - 4-H 
PetPALS B Score Sheet will receive an achievement award and earn 6 points toward their OSF 
Championship Title and earn Exhibitor Versatility points. 

⋅ An exhibitor who still needs to meet some of the criteria will receive a medal corresponding to 
the number of visits and earn one (1) point toward their OSF Championship Title but will not be 
eligible for points toward an Exhibitor Versatility Award. 

   
 
4-H PetPALS Classes at 2026 Ohio State Fair  
 
4-H PetPALS A, 4-H PetPALS B 
 
4-H PetPALS Judging Criteria 
Required Prior to Judging 

1. Exhibitors must obtain and bring with them to judging the complete, with signatures, Ohio 
PetPALS - Visitation Record Form. This can be downloaded at www.go.osu.edu/osfdogs.  

http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/canine-good-citizen/
http://www.go.osu.edu/osfdog
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2. The following three (3) requirements MUST be met before youth can be judged in 4-H PetPALS 
at the Ohio State Fair. 
∼ Completed the 10 Steps in 4-H PetPALS Curriculum Youth must have completed the 

requirements of the curriculum prior to judging. Their advisor must sign to verify completion 
on the Ohio PetPALS – Visitation Record Form.  

∼ Start Date for 4-H PetPALS Visits 
 The exhibitor must record the month, day and year of their 4-H PetPALS visits. This first visit 

date must be after completion of the 10 step curriculum and CGC completion. For first year 
4-H PetPALS members the year could begin any time after the 2026 Ohio State Fair Dog 
Show once they have completed the requirements to become 4-H PetPALS. 

∼ Number of Visits Completed once Becoming a 4-H PetPALS Member 
 4-H PetPALS A: Youth must have visited the equivalent of a minimum of one visit per month 

prior to the OSF Dog Show 4-H PetPALS judging.  For example, if a youth completed training 
in January 2026 and began visiting in February, they will need to have made six (6) visits 
prior to the OSF 4-H PetPALS judging. If training was completed in July 2026, youth will need 
to have made at least one (1) visit prior to the OSF 4-H PetPALS judging. 
4-H PetPALS B: The number of visits completed must be in the 12 consecutive months prior 
to the Ohio State Fair. These visits could begin any time after the 2026 Ohio State Fair Dog 
Show. Refer the Awards section above or the score sheet for medals awarded for visiting. 

 
Evaluated by Judge  

1. Canine Good Citizen Test - 4-H PetPALS dogs must have passed their AKC Canine Good Citizen 
Test and the exhibitor must: 
⋅ Have the (1) original CGC certificate and a (2) copy of the front and back of the CGC 

test/registration form completed by the evaluator to show the dog has been retested a 
minimum of every 2 years, or 

⋅ If the dog has been tested recently and the youth has not received a CGC certificate from 
AKC, they must have a copy of the front and back of the CGC test/registration form 
completed by the evaluator. 

⋅ Members in their first two years of 4-H PetPALS need only have the original CGC certificate 
from AKC for judging. 

NOTE: This cannot be a certificate made up by the 4-H PetPALS advisor. Youth MUST have a 
copy of the CGC test form noting they have passed their CGC test (every 2 years). They must 
have been tested by an AKC CGC evaluator. Tests taken after the first CGC test (where the 
youth receives the original Certificate from AKC) are not sent to AKC. The most recent test 
form must be brought to judging. 
 

2. Exhibitor Attire 
⋅ 4-H PetPALS members must wear attire worn during 4-H PetPALS visits. 
⋅ Exhibitors must wear a 4-H PetPALS name badge or form of ID used during visits, which can 

be applied on the shirts. 
⋅ Exhibitors must have a 4-H PetPALS bag (or equivalent) containing supplies needed for 

visiting. 
3. Dog 

⋅ The dog’s manners are appropriate for visits. 
⋅ The dog is appropriately groomed for visits and can also be “dressed” if applicable. 
⋅ The dog is presented as would be during visits, which could include riding in a stroller, etc. 
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⋅ Dogs are not permitted to be dyed or colored in any way. If coat or nails show any evidence 
of dye or coloring, the score sheet will reflect a major point deduction. 

4. Interview 
⋅ The handler and dog are able to greet and “visit” the judge as they would during 4-H 

PetPALS visits. 
⋅ Exhibitors can answer the following questions: (1) What does the acronym PALS stand for? 

(2) What is 4-H PetPALS? – Youth should be able to explain the intent of the project and tell 
what it means to them. (3) How do you practice confidentiality of visits personally and as a 
club? 

5. Records 
⋅ 4-H PetPALS A: The first-year member must bring a completed 4-H PetPALS Project and 

Record Book, and record of their visits on the Ohio 4-H PetPALS – Visitation Record form 
(complete and signed). The exhibitor must also be able to present and discuss their records 
with the judge. 

⋅ 4-H PetPALS B: The exhibitor must bring an exhibit documenting visits completed in the 12 
months prior to the OSF 4-H PetPALS judging, (Examples include scrapbook, poster, slide 
presentation, etc.), and record of their visits on the Ohio 4-H PetPALS – Visitation Record 
form (complete and signed). The exhibitor must also be able to present and discuss their 
exhibit with the judge. 

  
 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

Websites: www.go.osu.edu/dog     www.go.osu.edu/osfdogs  
 
 

Ohio State Fair Dog Show Department Contacts: 
Barbie Cline, Department Director – tricolorcollies@aol.com   
Shelly Harris, Assistant Director/Chief Ring Steward – m63harris@yahoo.com  
Diane Jones, Registration/Scoring Superintendent – dianejonesrally@gmail.com  
Susan Breech, Showmanship Superintendent – susanbreech@gmail.com 
Hannah Campbell, Assistant Ring Steward – hannahcloyd.bsnrn@gmail.com 
Kristen VanNess, Obedience, Rally, Agility Superintendent – afmdog@gmail.com 
Marcie Dryden, You and Your Dog Superintendent – marciedryden@gmail.com 
Sue Westfall, Heath Check Superintendent – swestfall@yahoo.com 
Sonja Hyer, Skillathon Superintendent – onlyrecall@aol.com 
Pattie Stover, OSF Championship Titles – stoverpattie@gmail.com  
Lori Zakel Knowles, Announcer – Lori.Zakel33@gmail.com 
 
 

http://www.go.osu.edu/dog
http://www.go.osu.edu/osfdogs
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mailto:m63harris@yahoo.com
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