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OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

County-Use of Ohio 4-H/OSF Dog Rules and 
Regulations 
 

County usage of all Ohio 4-H/Ohio State Fair Dog Show Rules and Regulations is 
recommended for consistency and continuity in the 4-H dog programs throughout 
the state. However, counties may adapt The Ohio 4-H/Ohio State Fair Dog Show 
Rules and Regulations for county level evaluations to allow for a more positive 
experience for youth. Some examples include: 
 

 Adding, deleting or modifying classes offered to accommodate entry numbers or 
experience, such as dividing Pre-Novice into Pre-Novice A and Pre-Novice B classes 
 

 Adding “C” classes when needed. At the Ohio State Fair, except for certain advanced 
obedience classes, youth are required to move to a higher level if winning. However, 
depending on the size of classes at the county level, it may not be feasible for a youth to 
move to a higher level after winning. They may be the only youth in the class, or may not 
be ready as a team to move to the higher level. Therefore, either permitting youth 
winning first place to repeat a class, or creating a “C” class for certain obedience classes, 
allows that youth to continue training at the same level to become successful and not get 
discouraged, dropping out of the dog project.  

 
 Adapting age divisions for participation. For example, Showmanship and You and Your 

Dog are divided into Junior, Intermediate, and Senior classes at the State Fair. Counties 
may offer Junior and Senior classes, or even just one Showmanship class, depending on 
numbers. 
 

 Combining A and B classes. Counties may combine an A and B class into one class 
provided the class exercise requirements are the same. However, record-keeping is 
required to ensure that youth/dog teams who are inexperienced “A” teams, are 
recognized as such so that they are not excluded from participating at the “A” level at 
the Ohio State Fair in the same 4-H year, if applicable. 

 


