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Bits Are.....
“Bits & Pieces” o _
« A communication tool between rider and
horse.
Understanding Ohio 4-H Bit Rules
%
Kara L. Colvin
Warren County 4-H Educator
Bits are NOT...... Pieces & Parts

* A punishment device s Parts of the Snaffle

* A substitute for good
horsemanship o+

+ A quick fix for lack of | w9
training -

A cure for lame or
sore horses

Mouthpiece

Snaffles are often named by the shape of the rings
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Pieces & Parts

Offset Dee

“How it Works”

» A snaffle bit works directly on the corners of the
horses mouth and the reins are in DIRECT
contact with the mouth piece of the bit

Pieces & Parts

Parts of the Curb

Curb attachment

Headstall attachment —>

Purchake

Mouthpiece

Shank

Rein Attachment

Curb Bits- “How It Works”

A CURB works through the application of LEVERAGE.

« The reins are attached to a shank which, when pulled, puts pressure
on

* A curb chain or strap
* The poll of the horse
* The bars and/or tongue
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Pieces & Parts

How to Measure

>Max8‘/z“

5/16 “ to % “ Diameter

Measured 1” in

Pieces & Parts
How to Measure

Max 1% “

5/16 “ to % “ Diameter,

\ Measured 1” in

Pieces & Parts

How to Measure

cumference must
 free of rein, curb ol
eadstall attachment

5/16 “ to % “ Diameter,

Measured 1” in

Pieces & Parts

How to Measure
% to 3/8” !og to bo!!omll

l

Max length 2”

1% “or less in diameter
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Pieces & Parts

Copper Inlay vs. Copper Wrap

Copper Wrap - grooved

Pieces & Parts
Acceptable Curb Straps

Must be a minimum of 72’ vyide & lay flat

00 §5

English curb bits — must lay flat —» (Y K EHEBHE AT

A58 D)
Contesting — must lay flat —s W’

Western — curb only ——— m

s
Western - snaffles or curb —— {
.

Unacceptable Western Bits

Snaffles

Not Smooth, fixed headstall

Unacceptable Western Bits
Curbs O V

Not smooth
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Unacceptable Western Bits

Bosals

Mechanical

Unacceptable English Bits

Snaffles

Dbl Ywist

Unacceptable English Bits

Curb

*If reins & headstall are fixed,

MUST have curb chain!

Unacceptable English Bits

Cavessons

Drop Noseband*

Flash Noseband*
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Acceptable English Bits

Accef Hunt Seat & Attire

Double Bridle or Full Bridle

Curbs must still meet
guidelines for shank length,
diameter, and port height

Bridoons may be of smaller
diameter than 5/16”

Unacceptable Contest Bits

Snaffles

Square Mouthplece @

Less than 5/16”

F= Dbl Twist [/ o
SV Laln i
(L 33
\

Unacceptable Contesting Bits
Curbs

Smaller than 5/16”

Prong Mouthpiece

Unacceptable Contesting Bits




Unacceptable Contest Bits

Miscellaneous

Bdre metal,

Less than 5/18!

Single rein attachment

Solid curb

Unacceptable Contest Bits

Miscellaneous
a4

Cable tie-down, |

{

!

) i

Less than 5/16”, N !

Whoa....

The End

Western Pleasure/

Horsemanship
* Legal or lllegal?

3/7/116
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Western Pleasure/
Horsemanship
* Legal or lllegal?

Western Pleasure/
Horsemanship

* Legal or lllegal?

~
7
o

Hunt Seat Equitation/Hunter
Under Saddle

* Legal or lllegal?

d T%{;’%J
p

Hunt Seat Equitation/Hunter
Under Saddle

* Legal or lllegal?
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Hunt Seat Equitation/Hunter
Under Saddle

* Legal or lllegal? * Legal or lllegal?

Contest/Speed Events

Contest/Speed Events Contest/Speed Events

* Legal or lllegal? * Legal or lllegal?
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Questions?

Western Bits

Bit W 1

Western Bits

Bit W 2

Western Bits

Bit W 3

10
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Western Bits

Bit W 4

Western Bits

Bit W5

English Bits

Bit E 1

English Bits

BitE 2

1
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English Bits English Bits
BitE 3 BitE 4
7 N
\ } . ‘{ )
English Bits Contest Bits
BitE 5 BitC 1

12
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Contest Bits

Bit C 2

Contest Bits

BitC 3

Contest Bits

BitC 4

Contest Bits

BitC 5

ZZen

13



