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Introduction 

Assuring Quality Care for Animals is a complement to the Youth Food Animal Quality Assurance 
Curriculum Guide reflecting the changes in the Good Production Practices. PowerPoint 
presentations complement each section to assist with instruction. 

Using information in this resource should help youth understand how to provide a safe, 
wholesome food animal product preferred by consumers.  

Note – this curriculum alone does NOT certify youth for state-mandated quality assurance 
training. A County Coordinator or Assistant Instructor must certify youth. 

Additional resources and templates referenced in this document may be found at: 
https://www.pork.org/pqa-plus-certification/ 

GPP #7 
Practice Good Environmental Stewardship 

Environmental stewardship requires constant attention, commitment and follow-through with 
regards to good environmental management practices. Good environmental management 
practices help protect our natural resources. They also help all producers, including youth 
producers, be good stewards of the environment and good neighbors in our communities. The 
goal of environmental stewardship is to protect our natural resources (water, air and land) in all 
of our production practices. 

Environmental conservation is in the long-term interest of all producers, the livestock 
industries, and the nation. Producers are committed to protecting their local environment for 
their families, neighbors, and communities. Good stewardship means good business. 

Learning Objectives 
Upon completing this lesson, youth should be able to 
1. Use management practices to protect our natural resources (water, air and land).

Key Terms 
Stewardship. The act of caring for or improving over time 
Good Environmental Livestock Production Practices (GELPPs) 
Good Neighbor 
Nutrient Management Plan (NMP) 
Emergency Action Plan (EAP) 
Inspection 
Manure Management 

https://www.pork.org/pqa-plus-certification/
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What does it mean to be a Good Neighbor? 
A good neighbor 
1. Follows laws and regulations in their county.
2. Minimizes odor, dust, and noise.
3. Protects the environment.
4. Takes proper care of livestock.
5. Explains what they do in their operation and why,
6. Helps consumers appreciate food production.
7. Assists neighbors in need and asks for help when they are in need.

Environmental Management Practices 
1. General Site Conditions
2. Buildings
3. Manure Management
4. Emergency Action Plan (EAP)
5. Inspection

1. General Site Conditions
a. The production site, including manure storage and mortality removal methods, should

be set back an appropriate distance from environmental receptors such as (1) surface
water streams, (2) rivers and lakes, (3) drainage well intakes, (4) sinkholes, and (5)
drinking water wells.

b. The production site, including manure storage and mortality removal methods, should
be located outside of a flood plain (25-year) or otherwise equipped with flood
prevention controls. State/local regulations may prescribe more stringent flood plain
restrictions (50- or 100-year) that an operation must meet.

c. The production site, including manure storage and mortality removal methods, should
be maintained to prevent “clean” run-on water from entering the production site and
mixing with manure. Surface flow or storm water that has come into contact with
manure should be contained and land-applied according to a nutrient management
plan.

d. The production site should be maintained to minimize erosion or ponding of water and
vegetative areas mowed and trimmed.

e. Spilled manure and feed should be cleaned up in a timely manner.
f. Insect and rodent populations should be controlled inside and outside the buildings and

at mortality storage/compost sites.

2. Buildings
a. Drinking water and cooling systems should be routinely checked and maintained free of

leaks.
b. Pens, service aisles, travel lanes and feed alleys should be free of excessive manure or

spilled feed.
c. Building ventilation systems should be maintained in good working order and free of

excessive dust buildup.
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d. Trash, animal health consumables, and needles should not intentionally be disposed of
in under-building manure pits.

3. Manure Management
a. Each state has different nutrient management requirements that producers should

follow on their farm.
b. Manure storage systems should be sized to contain the anticipated manure generation

from the maximum number of animals that could be housed at the operation for the
time periods between manure removal set forth in the operation’s Nutrient
Management Plan (NMP).

4. Emergency Action Plan (EAP)
a. Emergency contact phone numbers should be posted near telephones, the entrance

gate and/or outside the buildings.
b. An EAP should be created for each individual site. Once the plan is completed, each site

should have a copy available in case of an emergency. The information should be shared
with all people/employees to ensure best execution of the EAP.

c. The EAP templates include (1) Operation Information: (2) Site Contacts Plan; (3) Hazard
Plan; and (4) Maintenance/Training Center. These templates are included in this
document. They can also be downloaded from http://eap.pork.org.

5. Inspection
a. A thorough inspection of the production site, including manure storage and mortality

removal methods, should be conducted at a frequency that allows timely corrective
action of problems that may be observed. The inspection should be conducted no less
frequently than once a month.

1. Production buildings should be inspected at least weekly.
2. Situations may arise when a more frequent inspection schedule may need to be

temporarily implemented. For example, lagoons should always be inspected
immediately following a significant 24-hour precipitation event or during a
period of extended precipitation.

b. It is recommended that inspection checklists be developed for the facility and that it be
used to document each facility inspection.

c. Daily, weekly, and monthly inspections should include:
1. Manure storage and disposal method
2. Insect and rodent population control method
3. Drinking water and cooling
4. Pens, alleys, and facilities free of excessive manure
5. Fencing
6. Building ventilation system – temperature, odor, dust
7. Disposal of animal health products method
8. Cooling and heating systems
9. Proper shelter – shade
10. Emergency contact list

http://eap.pork.org/
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Summary 
Consider implementing a few basic environmental practices to be good environmental stewards 
(from which the inspection checklist should be developed): 
1. Proper manure storage and disposal
2. Spilled feed in the manure should be cleaned up in a timely manner
3. Control insect and rodent populations
4. Drinking water and cooling systems should be routinely checked
5. Pens, alleys, and facilities should be free of excessive manure (proper drainage)
6. Fencing
7. Building ventilation systems (proper temperature, odor, and dust)
8. Cooling and heating systems
9. Proper shelter (i.e. shade)
10. Emergency contact list

Practice Good Environmental Stewardship 
Study Questions 

1. Define environmental stewardship.
2. Why is it important to practice good environmental stewardship?
3. What does it mean to be a good neighbor? List the seven characteristics.
4. Identify three examples of good management practices for each of the following:

General Site Conditions; Buildings; Manure Management; and Inspection.
5. What are the 10 items daily, weekly, monthly inspections should include?
6. What four areas should be included in an Emergency Action Plan (EAP)?

Source: Youth Pork Quality Assurance Plus Handbook, National Pork Board, 2014 
November 2018 


