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Not Just Knots Capstone Project

Braided Dog Leash Skill level: beginner, immediate, advanced

by Glenn Dickey, Member, International Guild of Knot Tyers, North American Branch; and Volunteer, 4-H Youth 

Development, Ohio State University Extension

This dog leash is a good practical project that can be easy to make or embellished and more difficult to 

make. The directions below assume you are using two high-contrast colors, which is recommended for 

beginners. Advanced knotters may decide to use one color.

Materials
Cordage (see step 1 below for how much and 

what to buy)

Collar clip

Decorative cord (optional)

Split ring (optional) 

Tools
Scissors or wire cutters

String or rubber bands

Small pliers or forceps

Hot hobby knife or lighter

What to Do

Preparation

1. Before you buy cordage, decide how long you want the leash to be. Common dog leashes 

are 6 feet long, and leashes of that length require a total of 38 feet of cordage. If you use 

two colors, you need 19 feet of each one. For a shorter leash (4 feet), you need a total of 30 

feet of cordage, and for a longer leash (9 feet) you need a total of 52 feet of cordage. Your 

leash may end up slightly longer or shorter because cordage and tightness vary. 

(See cordage table on next page.)

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 

nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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14. Continue splicing until you’ve run out of cord. Use a 
hobby knife and cut off the loose ends, or use wire 
cutters or scissors and fuse them.

 

Congratulations! You’ve finished the leash!  

Options

Attach a Split Ring 

Measure about two inches below the hand loop. Using pliers, open the split ring and run it between 
two strands of the cordage. When you roll up the leash after using it, you can clip the collar clip to 
this ring so it is always easy to find. It is also a handy place to carry plastic bags.

Attach Decorative Knots 

To decorate your leash, use extra  cordage for tying a three lead by four bight (3L4B) Turk’s Head 
knot to cover the splicing at the clip end the hand loop end.

 
Congratulations! Now you really are finished!

Writing a Capstone Project for Not Just Knots
by Jane Wright, Curriculum Manager, 4-H Youth Development

Thank you for your interest in supplying great project ideas for 4-H members taking Not 
Just Knots. Each 4-H member enrolled in the knot project completes a “capstone” project 
that showcases the learning and skill development that has taken place over the last year. 
Capstone project are completely up to the individual member, but your ideas serve as 
inspiration. Simply submit a Word or other word processing file with the information below.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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Title: Make your title specific and descriptive.

Author(s): Provide full name(s) and expertise with the 
topic. If you are a 4-H volunteer or member, include 
county and club name.

Introduction: Write a short, one-paragraph description of 
the project.

Level: indicate the level of the project. A beginning-level 
project is for members with little or no experience in 
knotting. An intermediate-level project is for members 
with some experience in a knotting. An advanced-level 
project is for members with substantial experience in a 
project area. A project can also be for all levels.

Materials: Include a complete list of materials necessary 
to complete the project.

Tools: Include a complete list of tools necessary to 
complete the project.

Directions: Provide simply stated, step-by-step 
directions for completing the project. Start each 
direction with a verb, and include background and 
additional information as necessary. Add notes about 
safety whenever there is potential for risk. For example, 
when working with a heat source, include a note about 
doing so only with a project helper or other adult. 

Options: If applicable, include ideas for special finishing 
or customization.

Related Resources (not shown): List especially helpful 
resources like books, web sites, or online videos.

Please include a picture of the completed project and, 
if necessary, pictures of the step-by-step instructions. 
Submissions are reviewed and may be edited.

Thank you for sharing your expertise with Ohio youth!
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