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Ohio 4-H News
4-H community service in action

Every 4-H member knows the third “H” is 
about “hands to larger service” and the ability to 
make the world a better place. At the Ohio 4-H 
Conference this month, three 4-H clubs and an 
advisor are being recognized for their service in 
2015.

Wild Things 4-H Club, Guernsey County 
The residents at the Cambridge Health and 

Rehabilitation Center can look forward to more 
flowers and vegetables this spring thanks to the 
efforts of the Wild Things 4-H’ers in Byesville. 

Sydney Regan, club vice president and a Cen-
ter volunteer, worked with the staff to develop 
their project. Club members transformed the 
facility’s landscaping into raised beds accessible 
to residents. They trimmed overgrown plants, 
painted flower pots, washed the privacy fence, 
constructed the new beds and moved soil.

On planting day, club members, advisors, 
parents and residents showed up to help plant 
flowers and vegetables. 

The Wild Things have maintained their rela-
tionship with their new friends at the nursing 
home. They returned at Christmas to decorate 
three trees and in February made and delivered 
valentines for all 90 residents.

Buckeye Barn Busters 4-H Club, Adams 
County 

“Give a Hand—Give a Can for Hunger” was 
the theme of the Buckeye Barn Busters’ canned 
food drive in West Union. In 2015, the club used 
a $500 grant from the Ohio 4-H Foundation 
to purchase collection barrels for their project 
that kicked-off on the Martin Luther King Day of 
Service. 

The club expanded their efforts to challenge 
all 4-H clubs in Adams County to help them 

reach their goal of 1,000 food and pantry items 
for the St. Vincent DePaul’s Bread Ministry. The 
food drive concluded on Valentine’s Day. The re-
sult? About one-third of the county clubs helped 
collect exactly 1,000 items.

And their community service didn’t end in 
2015. The Buckeye Barn Busters just finished 
their second annual food drive with donations 
going to the Interfaith House in West Union.

Pike X-L 4-H Club, Fulton County
For the past 20 years, the members of the 

Pike X-L 4-H Club have been responsible for 
planning and carrying out the Memorial Day 
Service at Winameg Cemetery in Pike Township. 
The children recruit a guest speaker, help with 
brochures and place flags and luminaries at the 
grave sites of all veterans. 

Several years 
ago, a club mem-
ber thought the 
flag flying at the 
cemetery should 
be properly lit at 
night and in 2015, 
the Memorial Day 
ceremony includ-
ed dedication of a 
lighted solar-pow-
ered flagpole and 
plaque. The $4000 
cost came from 
five year’s of 4-H 
club fund-raising 
and private dona-
tions.

Attendance at the annual service has in-
creased every year and the 4-H members have 
gained a better understanding of Memorial Day. 

In May, the Pike X-L 4-H members will once 
again plan the township ceremony to honor the 
veteran’s who served.

Karen Kotula, Wood County 
For more than 16 years, Wood County 4-H 

members and the community have benefitted 
from Karen Kotula’s creativity, care and service. 
As the organizational advisor for the Dowling 
Stitch, Stir and Stock 4-H Club, Karen has repeat-
edly encouraged 4-H members to embrace 
service-learning projects.

Karen chaired the 4-H Quilt Square Trail effort 
where Wood County clubs constructed 8’ x 8” 
plywood quilt square blocks and placed them 
on historic barns and buildings throughout the 
county. 

She has taught countless 4-H members and 
volunteers how to sew quilts for infants in neo-
natal units, women in safe houses and individu-
als facing personal challenges. More than 1,000 
pillows were constructed for the Northwest Ohio 
Hospice Center.

“Karen is a brilliant example of how 4-H vol-
unteers bring communities together and leave 
a life-changing impression,” said Jenny Morlock, 
Wood County 4-H Program Assistant. “She lives 
her example of service to others.”

For more information about joining 4-H and 
lending your hands to larger service, contact 
your local Extension office at extension.osu.
edu/locate-an-office.

The Winameg Cemetary flag 
is now lit at night thanks to 
the Pike X-L 4-H Club.

Wild Things 4-H member Emma Davis assists with the 
club project at Cambridge Health and Rehabilitation 
Center.

The Buckeye Barn Busters 4-H club thank food drive 
supporters.
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Karen Kotula with three 4-H quilters holding 
quilt donated to the neonatal unit at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital in Toledo.


