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Poultry

From page 1

The Putnam County
Fair held June 22-28 was
among of the first in the
state to be held after the
ban was put in place.
County Fair Director
Maurice Miller said that
in his fair, the 4-H youth
were asked “to take pho-
tos of their projects and
display them in the cages
that would normally be
occupied by their poultry.
Many agree that at least
this way the children can
show off what they've-
done before the fair, and
people will get a chance
to look at the photographs
to get an idea of what
their poultry looks like.”

“The counties have
been pretty creative so
far,” said Tom Archer,
assistant director for 4-H
Youth Development with
OSU Extension. “They've
done a variety of things
since the announcement
was made June 2.7

He said the Ohio Exten-
sion Service in Columbus
already had a 4-H special-
ist who, before June 2
and knowing that the live
show ban was a possibil-
ity because of what had
been happening in places
like Jowa and Minnesota,
started to develop a num-
ber of alternatives for the
4-H members at county

fairs.

Archer said all the
county fair groups and
4-H organizations have
pulled together well.
“Within a few days of
the announcement, and
hearing all the things
that were being planned
as alternatives, I thought
that the status of the edu-
cational value of 4-H and
poultry has been elevated
for the youth because of
the ban,” he said.

“That’s especially true
at the fairs, where you
normally think first about
competition. All of the
4-H committees, fair
boards and volunteers
put their heads together
to look at what kind of
programs could they do
to give a great experience
for the youth this year,”
he said.

Archer said that at the
first fair already held,
Paulding County June
8-13, he was told by the
fair director there that the
activities in poultry went
so well they are consider-
ing adding the events
for all the species shown
at the fair. “It has made
people creative,” he said.
He pointed out that about
8,000 Ohio youth have, -
among their fair competi-
tion showings, a poultry
entry and perhaps 2,500
youth who had only poul-
try entered im a fair.

“I think it has gone very
well, and I expect that it

will continue to go well
the rest of this season. I
have seen that the state
that the Ohio Poultry
Association is preparing
some display materials to
distribute to county fairs
across the state,” he said.

“The biggest disap-
pointment is for those
who will not be able to
actually have their bird at
the county or state fair.
The most disappointment
is for those who would
be showing their bird for
the last time this year,” he
pointed out. But he said
he hopes that the educa-
tional alternatives will be
sufficient this year for the
youth.

Around the state,
county fair boards and
4-H Extension educators
have made a number of
decisions on how their
poultry shows and compe-
titions will be held.

~ Laura Norris, Shelby
County 4-H youth devel-
opment educator, said,
“We're going to try to
make it as realistic as pos-
sible,” Norris said about
the fair’s poultry projects.
“We’re going to run the
show the same as normal,
just not sure how we're
going to do classes yet.”
Norris said judges were
being contacted to let
them know of the changes
and they are happy to
comply with the new
guidelines.

In Greene County,
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“This year you're going to
have to have knowledge

_behind it, not just bring-
ing in the best bird,” said
Mark Everman, director
of the poultry barn for the
Greene County Agricul-
tural Society. “It’s more
of what you know about
poultry as a whole.” He
said posters (40 percent),
skill-a-thons (30 percent)
and book checks (30
percent) will make up
scores that will determine
champion exhibitor. Proj-
ect sales will continue as
normal. -

Anne Robinette, poul-
try key leader in Madison
County, said that while
the birds stay home, the
4-H children who chose
poultry for their projects
will present their projects
on paper rather than in a
cage. “It’s up to them to
create it,” Robinette said.
It should contain three to
five photos of the bird, an
explanation of the species
and the knowledge the
child has gained from rais-
ing that bird written in
paragraph form.

Justin Holbrook,
Clinton County Junior
Fair Board Committee
member, said participants

must complete a number -

of requirements in order
to participate in the mar-
ket sale at the end of the -
fair. “We've encouraged
all of them to continue to
raise their projects ... get
it to a marketable size and

A :
age and harvest it accord-
ing to how they normally
would — they're just not
going to be bringing it to
the fair,” he said. “The
poultry building will be
different, in that it’s just

- not going to be as lively

as it has been,” Holbrook
concluded. “But with the
events, the educational
posters, there is still
going to be some energy
there.”

And the sales?

Don Black, Miami

- County Agriculture

Society senior fair board
member and poultry com-
mittee member, said 4-H
exhibitors who planneqd
on taking poultry proj-
ects to the fair will still
be eligible for the junior
fair livestock auction,
have special events and
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Fayette
County 4-H
youth Riley
Evans was
photographed
- at last year’s
county fair
cleaning
his poultry
cages with
several of his
birds in the
background.
There will not
be scenes like
this at any of
Chio’s County
Tairs this year.

Gary Brock
photo”

shows to participate in at
the fair.

“When it comes times
for the chickens to sell,
the kid will go in the ring
even though they don’t
have a chicken with them,
and whatever the buyer
wants to give them for
completing a project,
even though they weren’t
allowed to bring the ani-
mal to the fair, will still be
rewarded that way,” Black
said. “It’s the best we can
do. We are making the
best of a bad situation.

I think the decision the
department of agricul-
ture made is a good one
because we do need to
prevent the spread of dis-
ease, but it’s awfully hard
on the kids.”

Gary Brock can be reached at 937-
556-5759 or on Twitter at GBrock4.
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