
5Solar Eclipse Shadow Play (Intermediate to Advanced)

Figure 2. Two light sources cast light on the moon and Earth.
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Figure 2 shows the moon moving between the sun and Earth. As you look at this image, think about what 
happens to the light rays when the moon moves in between the sun and Earth. 

Use the word bank below to add a label to each box. Next to number 1, label the type of light rays that will 
reach each section of Earth’s surface. Each label may be used more than once.

•	 both light rays 
•	 single light ray (solid line)

•	 no light rays
•	 single light ray (dashed line)

Next, how do you think the number of light rays correspond to the type of eclipse you will see on Earth? 
Use the word bank below to add labels to each box. Next to number 2, label the type of eclipse that will reach 
each section of Earth’s surface. Each label may be used more than once.

•	 no eclipse (completely bright)
•	 partial eclipse (semi-darkness)

•	 total eclipse (complete darkness)

Word Bank: Light Rays

Word Bank: Type of Eclipse


